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“Then Jesus went about all the
cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom,
and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw crowds,
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; therefore, ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’” (Matthew 9:35-38)
There is a still a rich harvest to be gathered into God’s
kingdom, and there are still too few laborers. Not unlike
the people in Jesus’ time, people today still have deep
spiritual needs and seek greater meaning for their lives.
As we re-read this scripture, we see that today, some
people feel harassed and helpless. Others are searching
for good news. Some need healing, of the body and the
spirit. Jesus still looks out over our cities and villages
and he has compassion for all of the people. So, too,
should we, his disciples.
For years, many of us have been part of a church that
simply had to unlock its doors on any given day and
people would come to worship, to pray, to fellowship, to
learn, to eat. That church was the center of our social life
and our religious life. Sundays and Wednesdays were
always for church only. We didn’t work or shop on Sundays. Many of us were at the church every time the door
was unlocked.
Today, this is no longer the reality of church, any
church. No church can simply unlock their doors and
stand back as the crowds rush in. That is not the way our
culture works today. Church is not the center of our life
– social OR religious. Sundays are shopping days for six
-day a week workers and workdays for countless others.
Wednesdays are no different than any other evening, and
church does not take the highest priority in line with
dozens of other obligations and desires. We can unlock
the doors anytime we want, but we don’t have to worry
about a crowd mowing us down in the doorway.

Church growth expert, Rev. Junius Dotson says, “The
problem is not a lack of people. The problem is our inability to see them and reach them.”
Intellectually, I think we all realize that the church we
grew up in no longer exists as we remember it. But, our
hearts cling to the hope that we can somehow resurrect
that “church-gone-by” and keep things as they were
when everyone went to church. The truth is, we can’t,
and we don’t really want to.
In order to preserve a church that will live into the future
and lead people into the Kingdom of God, we must
change the way we view church and its work for the
kingdom. We must stop doing things that make us happy
and start doing things that speak to people who need to
meet Jesus. That means that we will be inconvenienced.
We will have to spend some of our money. We will need
to do things when we’d rather be home watching TV.
We must learn to speak to people unlike us and offer
them us. That’s all the disciples did; they offered themselves to the people and helped them find what they
needed from God. Can’t we learn to do that?
Maybe leading someone to Jesus begins with offering
cooking classes to single moms who are struggling to
provide healthy meals for their kids. Maybe leading
someone to Jesus starts with hosting a Mother’s Day Out
or a Date Night, providing free child care so parents can
catch a break. There’s no Bible study in these gestures.
It’s just simple acts that build relationships so that you
might have a chance down the road to introduce them to
your best friend, Jesus. Maybe we need to stop waiting
for them to come to us; we are “sent.” Maybe we need
to really make an effort to see people and find out what
they need.
Seeking to know what’s next,
Pastor Don

You are invited to participate in this exciting Bible
Study. Please fill out the form below and return it to
the office by August 20, so we can get the books
before sessions begin. You may also REGISTER
ONLINE at: www.sandspringsumc.org

Does your knowledge of the Old Testament feel
like a grab bag of people, books, events and ideas? How many times have you resolved to really
understand the OT? To finally make sense of it?
In the Epic of Eden Bible Study, Dr. Sandra
Richter clearly and powerfully communicates a
history of God's redeeming grace, weaving together a story that runs from the Eden of the
Garden to the garden of the New Jerusalem.
Through text and video teaching, Dr. Richter uses this 12-week study to bring a new dimension
to the history of the ancient Near East, orienting
any study group in time, geography, culture, redemption, and relevance to today - all without
diminishing her reader's faith or "dumbing down"
the scripture. Legendary Bible stories take on
new life as Dr. Richter clearly articulates their
part of a larger pattern, revealing an even deeper
significance for the tales individually.
In this study you will:
 Gain a rich understanding of the context in
which the Old Testament was written;
 "Organize your closet," making sense of all
the Old Testament parts, pieces, and stories
you've accumulated over time;
Discover how the big story of Scripture has serious implications for our present. Just because it
happened in the past doesn't mean it stays
there!
Beginning Monday, September 10, 2018, and
running for the next 12 weeks, SSUMC will offer
the Old Testament Bible Study, “The Epic of
Eden.” Thanks to our friends at Asbury UMC,
we are able to get the textbooks for this study at
the discounted rate of $18.00 each.

“The Epic of Eden” Bible Study Group
NAME:
__________________________________
PHONE: _________________
EMAIL: ____________________________
# BOOKS NEEDED: _________

Hey Kids

We had a great time as we
talked about our Bible
story- “Miraculous Meal”Jesus feeding 5,000 men,
women and children. We
talked about the difference
between wants and
needs. We know that Jesus will meet our
needs. Our Bible verse was “My God will meet all
your needs according to his glorious riches in
Christ Jesus” Philippians 4:19.
Have a great week-see you next Sunday!
Miss Debbie & Miss Marty

UMW Unit Meeting
POTLUCK
Bring your favorite main dish, side dish,
and/or dessert to the Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, August 9th at 6:30pm for the
UMW Unit Meeting.

What’s Going On?
Fourth Monday Community Dinner
8/27-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
9/24-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
10/22-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
11/26-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
12/24-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall

All Church Mission Strategy Team Event
8/24 at 5:00pm
9/28 at 5:00pm
10/26 at 5:00pm
Head Ushers
8:45am-Amanda Honeycutt
11:00am-Eddie David
Children’s Church
8:45am-Kingdom Kids
11:00am-Jami Warkentin
6/17-Amy Miller
6/24-Kat Katzung
7/1-Communion
7/8-Jo Fritts
Sunday Counters
August 12-Betty or Howard & Karen Wilder
August 19-Sondra Allen & Dick Ford
August 26-Bob Barnes & Jami Warkentin
Youth Dinners, Served 6:30, Wednesdays
August 8-Ruth Esther Circle
August 15-Seniors In Action
August 22-Priscilla Circle
August 29-Noah/Searchers
Welcome Center
January & May & September-CIA/Pathfinders
February & June & October-Harmony
March & July & November-Discovery
April & August & December-TNT

Prayer List
Leonard Whisenhunt, Jim & Vi
McAllister, Martha Scudder, Linda Tabberer, Andrew Walczak,
Charlene Reeves, June Brown,
Pauline Hanigar, Charles Woodson, Lynette Betterton, Mary
Lea Forsythe, Kevin Harris, BW
Proft, Sue Shaw, Michael
Bostwick, Greta Green, Bob &
Cathy Hula, Bill & Clare Caldwell, John & Sylvia
Johnson, Barbara McClintock, Montie Box, Owen
Johnston, Ruth Weaver, Last Week’s Prayer
Chains, Unspoken Requests
If someone needs to be added to the prayer list
or someone was taken off too soon,
please contact Tracey in the front office
to update prayer list.

Mission to Stitch
Wednesday, August 15
1:30pm
Everyone is welcome to join!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR SAND SPRINGS UMC

Tuesday, August 7
7:00pm-Praise Team Practice
Wednesday, August 8
7:30am-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café
5:45pm-Y4Y
6:30pm-Youth-The Well
7:00pm-Chancel Choir
Thursday, August 9
6:30pm-UMW Unite Meeting-Potluck-F. Hall
7:00pm-*NO Collins Karate-The Well
Friday, August 10
No Activities
Saturday, August 11
NO Activities

Sand Springs United Methodist Church
PO Box 336-Mailing
319 N. Main—Delivery
Sand Springs, OK
74063

Don’t forget we are again
collecting school supplies
for the 9th Grade Center!

Monday, August 13
10am-Al-Anon-Upstairs
7:00pm-Boy Scouts-The Well
Tuesday, August 14
7:00pm-Praise Team
Wednesday, August 15
7:30am-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café
1:30pm-Mission to Stitch
5:45pm-Y4Y
6:30pm-Youth-The Well
7:00pm-Chancel Choir

The Well-SSUMC Family Life Center….Not sponsored by SSUMC but welcome

Monday, August 6
10:00am-Al-Anon-Upstairs
7:00pm-Boy Scouts-The Well

Sunday, August 12
8:45am-Contemporary Worship
9:45am-Communion Service
10:00pm-Sunday School
11:00am-Traditional Worship
1:30pm-Finance Meeting
2:30pm-Church Council Meeting
3:00pm-Book Club-F. Hall

