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SSUMC Mission Statement
Love God.
Love Others.
Change the World.

Rev. Don Tabberer
Out to the edge
7/6/2018
By Bishop James Nunn
At this point in our United
Methodist journey, it is imperative that we focus on
basic concepts and principles that connect us in ministry. Our stated mission of the
church is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
The church faces challenges, as it always has. The metaphor of the desert, or the wilderness, has been used to
describe today’s challenges. Being in the desert may
evoke fear; however, the desert is the place where God
often appears.
Exodus 3:1 tells us Moses had led Jethro’s flock “out to
the edge of the desert.” I’ve become intrigued with the
image of being out on the edge. It requires reflection and
curiosity in my soul to survive there. I have come to realize the desert is more than a metaphor. It is a place where
the soul is exposed to God. Indeed, the essence of a faith
story is the encounter of the exposed soul with God. The
exposed soul opens to God when we find ourselves on the
edge of the desert. When we encounter God, it is
tempting to justify our positions or actions, not to examine and learn from them through study, dialogue, and
analysis.
When we are out on the edge of the desert, we must face
ourselves, surrender ourselves, and allow ourselves to be
formed in the image of Christ. So, moving “out to the
edge” is the first condition that needs to be met for the
door to open for an encounter with God.
Likewise, when we are in the desert, there is always
something that sparks our spiritual curiosity. For Moses, it
was the bush that was burning, but was not being consumed. When he saw this bush, Moses said to himself,
“Let me check out this amazing sight and find out why the
bush isn’t burning up.”
Curiosity about spiritual matters is the second condition
that needs to be met for us to be able to freshly encoun-

ter God. The opposite of curiosity is indifference. Indifference takes root when we sink into deep despair, question
the meaning of life and God, blame other people or God
for circumstances that don’t feel fair. Indifference is a
time of feeling helpless, powerless, and unhappy. It expresses itself in anger and blame. Indifference destroys
the soul. Curiosity, when acted on, overcomes indifference.
On or about July 8, the Commission of the General Conference will release the report of the Council of Bishops for the
called General Conference to be held in February 2019. This
report, along with petitions submitted by people and groups
across the church will be the reason for the called General
Conference. The decisions of the General Conference determine the next steps for the denomination.
Whatever the outcome, I encourage us to ask ourselves,
“What is now possible because of this?” Perhaps we find
ourselves at the edge of the desert on the threshold of a
fresh encounter with God.
~~ Bishop Nunn is calling us to engage in a difficult task:
imagining what it might look like when the final decisions
are made in 2019. There are passionate voices on all sides of
the issues being discussed and decided. Some would have us
condemn homosexuality as sinful and disallow full participation in the church for homosexuals. Others would have us
accept homosexuality as part of the natural order of Creation,
part of God’s plan. Others fall somewhere in between these.
In any case, this issue has the potential to change our denomination for years to come and it threatens to overshadow the
mission of the church and the good that we do together in
connection. Is this issue truly THE HILL that Jesus wants our
church to die on?
Will we sincerely seek to know what Jesus would want us to
do or, will we simply decide that we know best what we
should do and risk splitting the denomination? Prayerfully
consider the options.
Seeking to know WWJD,
Pastor Don
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For $10 a shirt, you can
help our VBS Program
buy t-shirts for VBS
Campers. Turn money
in to the office or offering plate and memo,
“VBS T-Shirt.”
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VBS CAMPER!
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Also...Many thanks to all those who came and helped
out Saturday morning-we appreciate all of you! We will
have another work day on Saturday July 14th from 9 to
4 with lunch provided.
Also...VBS Volunteer Meeting Sunday July 15th in Parlor
at 5:15 p.m.
Also...Thanks to Tristan and the youth for delivering VBS
flyers in the neighborhood Sunday!
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What a great time we had on Sunday as we heard the story of “Jesus
stops a storm” and how Jesus
helped His friends and He will help
us when we are afraid. Only one
week until VBS starts and we are ready
for the fun to begin. Come and meet
Romper the River Otter at Rolling River Rampage and experience the ride of a lifetime with God.
Have a wonderful week and see you next Sunday!
Miss Debbie and Miss Marty

Make check payable to
SSUMC.

Jay and I want to thank all of you for your love
and prayers in the cards, delicious cake and reception, and phone calls for our transition to Broken
Arrow. They will give us strength as we make
this move. Keep up the good work until we return.
Love,
Jay and Judy Bullard

Please join us for a

WEDDING SHOWER
honoring

Haylee Massey
&
Alex Stockard
Sunday, July 29, 2018
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Haylee and Alex are registered at Bed,
Bath and Beyond, Amazon, and Walmart

SSUMC
Vacation Bible School
July 15-19 ~ 6:15-8:30pm
(July 19 at FLC)
"Barbara and I wish to send our heartfelt
thanks and gratitude for the many prayers
and cards sent in remembrance of my brother, Joe."
- -Connie & Barbara Fisher

What’s Going On?
Head Ushers

Welcome Center

8:45am-Amanda Honeycutt
11:00am-Eddie David

January & May & September-CIA/Pathfinders
February & June & October-Harmony
March & July & November-Discovery
April & August & December-TNT

Children’s Church
8:45am-Kingdom Kids
11:00am-Jami Warkentin
6/17-Amy Miller
6/24-Kat Katzung
7/1-Communion
7/8-Jo Fritts

Sunday Counters
July 15-Sondra Allen & Dick Ford
July 22-bob Barnes & Jami Warkentin
July 29-Janie Moore & Kent Warkentin
August 5-Diana Pond & Jack Vest
August 12-Betty or Howard & Karen Wilder
August 19-Sondra Allen & Dick Ford
August 26-Bob Barnes & Jami Warkentin

Youth Dinners, Served 6:30, Wednesdays
July 11-Noah/Searchers
July 18-CIA/Pathfinders
July 25-Faith Circle
August 1-TNT
August 8-Ruth Esther Circle
August 15-Seniors In Action
August 22-Priscilla Circle
August 29-Noah/Searchers

Fourth Monday Community Dinner
7/23-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
8/27-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
9/24-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
10/22-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
11/26-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
12/24-5:30pm-Fellowship Hall
All Church Mission Strategy Team Event
7/27 at 5:00pm
Worship Encounter-7/29-FLC-6:00pm
8/24 at 5:00pm
Worship Encounter-8/26-FLC-6:00pm
9/28 at 5:00pm
Worship Encounter-9/30-FLC-6:00pm
10/26 at 5:00pm
Worship Encounter-10/28-FLC-6:00pm
Prayer List
Leonard Whisenhunt, Jim & Vi McAllister, Martha
Scudder, Linda Tabberer, Andrew Walczak, Charlene
Reeves, June Brown, BW Proft, Sue Shaw, Michael
Bostwick, Greta Green, Bob & Cathy Hula, Bill & Clare
Caldwell, John & Sylvia Johnson, Barbara
McClintock, Montie Box, Owen Johnston,
Ruth Weaver, Unspoken Requests
If someone needs to be added to the prayer
list or someone was taken off too soon,
please contact Tracey in the front office
to update prayer list.

Tracey’s out of the office July 16-20
Returning July 23

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR SAND SPRINGS UMC
Monday, July 9
9:00am-12pm-Project Transformation
10:00am-Al-Anon-Upstairs
7:00pm-Boy Scouts-FLC
Tuesday, July 10
9:00am-12pm-Project Transformation
7:00pm-Praise Team Practice

6:15-8:30pm-Vacation Bible School!!!

FLC-Family Life Center

Sunday, July 15
8:45am-Contemporary Worship
9:00am-Boy Scout end Indoor Camping Trip-FLC
9:45am-Communion Service
10:00pm-Sunday School
11:00am-Traditional Worship
11:00am-*FLC in use

Monday, July 16
10am-Al-Anon-Upstairs

6:15-8:30pm-Vacation Bible School!!!
7:00pm-Boy Scouts-FLC
Tuesday, July 17

Thursday, July 12
7:00pm-*Collins Karate-FLC

6:15-8:30pm-Vacation Bible School!!!
7:00pm-Praise Team

Friday, July 13
6:00pm-Boy Scouts in FLC

Wednesday, July 18
7:30am-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café
1:30pm-Mission to Stitch-Parlor
5:45pm-Y4Y

Saturday, July 14
9:00am-VBS Work Day
All Day-Boy Scouts in FLC

*-Not sponsored by SSUMC but welcome

Wednesday, July 11
7:30am-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café
5:45pm-Y4Y
6:30pm-The Awakening—Youth-FLC

6:15-8:30pm-Vacation Bible School!!!
Thursday, July 19-Vacation Bible School Closing Program-Family Life Center

Sand Springs United Methodist Church
PO Box 336-Mailing
319 N. Main—Delivery
Sand Springs, OK
74063

SSUMC
Vacation Bible School
July 15-19 ~ 6:15-8:30pm
(July 19 at FLC)

