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“If I have the gift of prophecy 

and I know all the mysteries 

and everything else, and if I 

have such complete faith that 

I can move mountains but I 

don’t have love, I am nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:2, CEB) 

So, this is part of one of the most familiar passages in 

Paul’s writing, his teaching on the greatest spiritual gift 

– love.  We hear in this text that, no matter what we 

possess; no matter what gifts we recognize, if we do not 

have and demonstrate the gift of love – everything else 

is nothing.  That certainly fits with what we’ve been 

talking about here at church for a very long time. 

We are fast-approaching the time of year when how we 

respond to this concept helps determine a lot of what 

we do over the next few weeks.  Thanksgiving Day is 

coming up November 26th and Christmas Day falls just 

one month later.  During this time of year we are, obvi-

ously, called to be thankful for the many blessings God 

has given us.  We naturally want to gather with our 

families and celebrate the love we share with and for 

one another.  We get really busy with cooking and 

shopping and planning and decorating.  We may quickly 

be overcome by the whirlwind of activities and wonder 

why we decided to do so much again this year.  By the 

time Christmas Eve gets here we may be too exhausted 

to enjoy the fruit of all that labor.  

Now is when we need to hear Paul’s words again.  It 

doesn’t matter what we have or what we do, if we don’t 

have love we are wasting our time.  He is not talking 

about “touchy-feely” love; he’s not talking about “love” 

we have for our favorite turkey stuffing, sweet potato, 

or Grandma’s pie recipe.  He is talking about the uncon-

ditional, agápe love that God has for us.  This is love in 

its truest sense – the love of God for humanity; a love 

that is so complete that nothing we do can take it away.  

Paul challenges us to realize that all our good intentions 

and all our good works and all our faith and prayer is 

worthless unless we also have and demonstrate this 

kind of agápe love.  So, I posit this: this holiday “season 

of love” is our chance to show that we do indeed have 

love and that we are not like a “clanging gong or a 

clashing cymbal.” 

I invite you to get involved in our annual Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner project. Bake a pie, cook a turkey, 

help in the kitchen, or deliver meals.  Your Thanksgiving 

Day will be fuller and richer and more blessed than ever 

when you give your morning to this beautiful mission.  I 

know, it’s Thanksgiving Day and you’re having a house-

ful of people over for dinner and you’ve got tons to do 

to get ready.  No worries!  I guarantee you can do this 

and that and not be stressed because God’s blessing 

will fill your day.   

I also realize that we each have different gifts and abili-

ties.  There are many ways for us to demonstrate love 

as part of this community effort.  Please do not think 

that your ability is inadequate or that your gift may be 

too small.  Everyone can play a role in this wonderful 

project.  Please contact Charlene or Katherine Reeves to 

find out how you can show your love. 

Also, be looking for information about the ways we plan 

to demonstrate God’s love during the Christmas season.  

Once Thanksgiving Day is past, we’ll be talking about 

how we will celebrate the birth of Christ by bringing 

Jesus to some deserving people in our community. 

Giving thanks,  

Pastor Don 

The 



 

 

Are You Ready?  It’s 
That Time of Year 

Again!! 
November 17-Volunteers 
Needed-OPCC Drop Off-

FLC 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

November 18-Volunteers 
Needed-OPCC Drop Off-FLC 

5:30-8:00 p.m. 
November 19-Volunteers Needed-OPCC Drop Off-FLC 

5:30-7:30 p.m. 
November 20-Volunteers Needed-OPCC Drop Off-FLC 

5:30 p.m. 
November 21-Volunteers Needed-OPCC Drop Off-FLC 

10 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
November 22-Volunteers Needed-OPCC Drop Off-FLC 

12:00-4:00 p.m. 
November 23-Volunteers Needed-OPCC Drop Off-FLC 

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Can You Bake a Cherry Pie? 
Or an apple pie?  How about 

a pecan, pumpkin, or any 
other kind that does not 
need refrigerated?  What 

about baking a turkey?  We 
need all the help we can get.  Last year, we 

added a zip code to our delivery area and we 
jumped from 800 meals to 1,200.  We have a 

lot of work to do and not much time.  See 
Charlene or Katherine if you can bake for the 

22nd Annual Sand Springs Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner. 

DELIVERY IS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH. 
 

 

It’s Goodie Bag Time Seniors!  

The UMW is putting together Final 
Survival bags for our college stu-
dents.  If you have a college student 
in your family and would like to give 
them some snacks for finals week, 

let Tracey (in the Church office) know names. and 
when you will pick them up.  They will be ready for 
pick up on Sunday, November 22 before Thanksgiv-
ing. 

Thank you. 

Judy Bullard, UMW President 

 

 

 

Please plan to 
join us for our 
first Charge Con-
ference as part of 
our new Mission-
al Area in the 
Council Oak Dis-
trict.  We will 

gather with First UMC/Tulsa, Mannford UMC, Grace, 
UMC, Lake UMC, West Tulsa UMC, and Epworth UMC 
for worship and fellowship together. 

Monday, November 30th at 7:00PM in the Sanctuary 
at First UMC,  

1115 S Boulder Ave, in downtown Tulsa. 

This will be our first chance to be together with our 
ministry partners in our new Missional Area.  We will 
celebrate worship, share mission stories, and have a 
time of fellowship.  We will also have a time for each 
church to conduct the business of the Annual Charge 
Conference. 

We Offer Our Prayer & Sympathy… 

...to the friends and family of Esther Williams.  Esther passed away over the weekend. Her funeral services are this Friday, November 

20th at 2 p.m. here at the church. 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/Drop_Off_Locations/


 

 

Hey Youth! 
Hello my friends from your friendly 
youth director! I hope all is going 
well and you all are enjoying the 
transition to the cooler weather! 
By the time summer ends I am 
ready for the cooler weather, but 
come the end of December I will 

be ready for warmer weather. I am not the biggest 
fan of ice, snow, and temperatures in the twenties! 
This colder weather also means the arrival of the 
holiday season. I have always been a huge fan of 
Thanksgiving. I mean who doesn't love stuffing their 
faces with all kinds of delicious food, watching foot-
ball, and soon after passing out in a food coma. I 
look forward to the youth volunteering for the 
Thanksgiving dinner that we prepare for the citizens 
around the area. I have heard that it is quite the op-
eration and a lot goes into it. This will be an incredi-
ble thing to see where you don't have just Sand 
Springs United Methodist, but also volunteers from 
everywhere coming together and being the hands 
and feet of Christ! This is one of the things that the 
holiday season is about. Coming together and help-
ing those who have very little. God has called us to 
feed the widows and orphans, and we are answer-
ing his call when we do this. This will be quite the 
experience and I look forward to being involved 
with the youth. I can honestly say I have never 
deboned a turkey, but I have heard it can get quite 
messy. During Sunday School we have been doing 
lessons found in the verses of Proverbs. Proverbs is 
a book that focuses on wisdom and the knowledge 
of God. The verses are usually set up in the way of 
first explaining what a fool participates in and then 
what a wise man does. The verses are simple and 
easy to understand, but can be very beneficial in 
everyday life. It has been nice to hear what the kids 
think and being able to explain to them that the Bi-
ble isn't just the story of God' plan of liberation and 
redemption for His people, but also can have every-
day habits of what a person who is a follower of 
Christ puts into his daily routine. They are great little 
lessons that I believe go a long way in helping the 
youth. I hope you all have a wonderful week and 
peace to all.  

 

Hello, Seniors in Action!   As 

you read this, we’ll be ready to 
celebrate Thanksgiving, with 
Christmas just around the cor-
ner, with all its busyness and 
clamor.  In an effort to lessen 
the stress, our December activi-
ty will be going to a hand bell 
concert performed by the Tulsa 
Festival Ringers.  This is a Tulsa 
PAC Brown Bag It presentation (a free concert) on 
Wednesday, Dec. 2nd at the John Williams Theatre at 
11:30 a.m.  We should hear some beautiful mu-
sic!  We’ll forgo the brown-bag, and adjourn to a 
nearby restaurant for a nice lunch together.  We’ll 
meet at church at 10:30 a.m. on Wed., the 2nd, to car-
pool to the PAC.   Sign up with Max or Sharon Schuer-
mann at 918-246-9159. 

 

 

 

Hey Kids! 

We had 28 people on Saturday for 
the OPCC shoe box packing party.  
We actually packed 98 shoeboxes!  
Thank you to all that came and 

helped!  We had a great time.   

We will be packing a few more this 
Sunday in Kidzone.  Thank you to everyone that pur-
chased items and/or donated money at our fundrais-
er.  We still have a few jars of Kidzone BBQ sauce left.  
See Marty or Debbie if interested. 

Please make sure your kids are in attendance every 
Sunday.  We miss them when they aren’t here but 
also, they are working hard on their Christmas Pro-
gram!  It’s not too late to get involved.  We will start 
our lessons on Christmas Around the World on No-
vember 29th.  See you Sunday!   



 

 

What should a pastor do? 
(NOTE: Bishop Hayes is 
calling each of us to ac-
tion in the Oklahoma 
Conference. This is the 
third in a five-part series, 
following "Closed on Sun-
day?" and "Is church high 
on your list?") 
"I can’t impress this on 

you too strongly. God is looking over your shoulder. He is 
about to break into the open with His rule, so proclaim the 
Message with intensity; keep your watch. Challenge, warn, 
and urge your people. Don’t ever quit. Just keep it simple. 
Keep your eye on what you’re doing; accept the hard times 
along with the good; keep the Message alive; do a thor-
ough job as God’s servant." (2 Timothy 4:1-2; 5. The Mes-
sage Bible) 
By BISHOP ROBERT HAYES JR. 

Every time I enter one of Oklahoma’s churches, one of 
the first things I do is take a long look at the worship bulle-
tin. I can tell a lot about what’s going on in the life of a 
congregation by what’s in that.  In addition to the order of 
worship, I usually find a listing of events, meetings, and 
ministry opportunities for the upcoming week. Often, 
those sick or homebound are named, and there may be a 
space to write notes from the sermon.  Church contact 
details are included, and beneath the pastor’s title and 
name I sometimes see the designation Ministers. Beside 
that I often read the word Everyone.  This is a noble 
attempt to remind the people of that church that all are 
engaged in this sacred work, along with the pastor. That is 
true. I keep this in mind when I write each newspaper col-
umn; I pray that what I share is meaningful in some way 
for everyone. 

As I prepare this particular article, however, those who 
stand behind pulpits or who hold the title of pastor fill my 
thoughts. Perhaps that is because I have entered the final 
year of my 45-year Spirit walk.  I feel that I must direct this 
column toward those whom God has called and set apart 
as clergy of the Church. 

I have been thinking about what, for me, makes my 
clergy career meaningful and significant. I ask myself: 
What can I pass on that might inspire or be helpful to oth-
ers called into this work?  What experiences that I identify 
as transformational moments have occurred to me along 
the way?  What key can I offer that could open doors to 
fuller, more satisfying ministry for other clergy?  And: Can 
I share these despite the risk of sounding like someone 
who has all the answers? 

There is no doubt that the saving grace for me during 
more than four decades of ministry has been the passion 
and enthusiasm God gave me when I began this journey. 

Without a deep thirst and an excitement for this occupa-
tion, a time comes when a clergy person feels it is impossi-
ble to continue. If you don’t love what you do, at some 
point you will begin to dislike why you do it.  I find clergy 
who have stopped looking for God, the One who called us 
and set us apart to this special undertaking.  Passion 
keeps holy fire burning within you. Enthusiasm carries you 
forward to the full joy of knowing that you are living out 
what God wants you to be! 

Long ago I discovered that God who called me into this 
enterprise always has been present with me in the midst 
of it. God has been present in every worship service; each 
baptism, wedding, hospital visit, and funeral; in every 
challenge and success I’ve experienced.  Not every trans-
formational moment has a burning bush or a mountaintop 
encounter. Remember that God is found in the simple, 
often-overlooked everyday experiences of ministry. 

Mrs. Daniels, the widow of a preacher, told me to "keep 
it simple and preach Jesus" after I gave my first sermon in 
my first appointment. That moment forever changed my 
life!  And when I was sent to what I expected to be my 
most difficult assignment, little did I realize what was to 
come. It was one of the greatest blessings I have received. 

Our lives are governed and guided by a loving God, who 
not only knows us better than we know ourselves, but 
also has placed us where He wants us to be. This is im-
portant advice from me for your ministry: Stay in love 
with God! 

Develop and maintain an intimacy with God that will 
weather the storms of bad times and bring peace to your 
soul and spirit at other times. 

Pray and study with others also called to this task, and 
develop friendships that will give support and encourage-
ment. 

Be authentic and open to what God has in store for 
you. There are no pedestals or special places in ministry as 
clergy, and the seat you are called to occupy is most often 
the least important. 

Be truthful with yourself, acknowledging pain when it 
invades your life and your humanity when you stumble. 

When you trip or collapse, get back up! Dust yourself 
off and press on, as Paul urges, to win the prize in the race 
to which God has called you. 

In his letter to Timothy, Paul reminded him that minis-
try has urgency and intensity. Look at the words Paul used 
to describe this calling: proclaim, challenge, warn, urge! 

He concluded by saying, "Keep the Message alive! Do a 
thorough job as God’s servant!" 

Therein lies the most important word that I can place 
before you: servant! That is who you are and what you are 
called to be. Don’t ever forget that. 



 

 

Sunday Volunteers—November 22 
Visitors Center & Coffee-Discovery Class 
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David 
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids 
Teaching: Jami Warkentin 
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Marty David 
Counters-Betty or Howard Smith & Karen Wilder 
 
Sunday Volunteers—November 29 
Visitors Center & Coffee-Discovery Class 
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David  
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids  
Teaching:  Jami Warkentin 
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Amanda Honeycutt 
Counters-Sondra Allen & Dick Ford 
 
 

SSUMW Mission Minute 

Is it contradictory for a fundraiser to be a mission? A 
fundraising activity is by definition an event held to 
generate financial support for a charity (mission) or 
other enterprise. However the SSUMW in conjunction 
with the First Christian Church have found the Memo-
rial Flower sales to be both a fundraiser and a mission 
– along with great fellowship between both entities! 
We are refurbishing floral tributes which would be 
discarded but instead are donated by Woodland Me-
morial Park in Sand Springs. Keeping the artificial 
flowers, arrangements, etc. out of a landfill and re-
purposing until their original beauty can no longer be 
restored is a direct link to the UMW Mission to “Go 
Green”. We are all to be stewards of this earth! 
During our Memorial Flower sales last spring, a man 
from the Sand Springs American Legion came in ask-
ing if there was a Patriotic table. He then told the sto-
ry of a widow who had approached him at Woodland, 
crying, as the flowers and American flag from her hus-
band’s grave had been stolen. He had died only two 
months earlier, was a WWII veteran who had won the 
Silver Star, the Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts.  
The man from the American Legion wanted to pur-
chase arrangements to replace the veteran’s flowers 
and flag.  He was taken to the Patriotic table but was 
told there would be no cost for whatever he picked 
out. With tears in his eyes, he hugged this lady and 
picked out several arrangements with flags included.   
This could be the end of the story but it’s not! During 
the Memorial Day ceremonies, this man, who just 
happened to be American Legion Commander Larry 
Stephens, retold the above story. Our very own Paul 
Waldschmidt was covering the ceremony for the Sand 
Springs Leader and, in his article, included this story.  
Jerry Dillon later commented this retelling was one of 
the most moving parts of the ceremony.  
The Memorial Flower sales definitely qualify as both a 
fundraiser and a mission! The SSUMW appreciates 
your support as well as your tolerance as we continue 
to strive towards a more streamlined process which 
will hopefully prove in the future to not be a nui-
sance. This additional fundraiser has allowed the 
SSUMW to provide increased funds to a variety of 
missions we have supported in the past – plus allow-
ing funds to be given to additional missions which are 
also quite worthy.    

Sunday Lists 

Please Keep In Prayer 
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...Happy Birthday… 
We want to be sure to wish  

Ms. Martha Scudder  
a Very Happy 90th Birthday!! 

She has been a dear friend to so many and we 
want to give a little back.  If you know her, drop 
her a line and let her know how you are doing; 

that you are thinking of her and want to wish her 
a Happy Birthday. If you don’t know her, drop 

her a line anyway.   
She will LOVE it! 

She is officially 90 on November 30th but it’s nev-
er too early to bring cheer to someone’s day. 

Send Cards To: 
4402 S. 129th W. Ave. in SS…  74063 



 

 

Sand Springs UMC 
319 N. Main Street/PO Box 336 
Sand Springs, OK  74063 
918-245-5955  Fax-918-245-2801 
Family Life Center: 918-245-3725 
www.SandSpringsumc.org 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Wednesday, November 18 
7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast—Crescent Café 
4:00 p.m.-Education Association-F. Hall 
5:30 p.m.-OPCC-FLC 
6:30 p.m.-Youth 
7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 
 
Thursday, November 19 
1;00 p.m.-Ruth Esther Circle-F. Hall 
5:30 p.m.-OPCC-FLC 
7:00 p.m.-Karate-FLC* 
 
Friday, November 20 
2:00 p.m.-Esther W. Funeral 
5:30 p.m.-OPCC-FLC 
 
Saturday, November 21 
10 a.m.-OPCC-FLC 
 
Sunday, November 22 
8:30 a.m.-Contemporary Worship 
9:45 a.m.-Communion Service-Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m.-Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.-Traditional Worship 
12:00 p.m.-OPCC-FLC 
 
Monday, November 23 
9:00 a.m.-OPCC 
5:30 p.m.-Community Dinner-F. Hall 

7:00 p.m.-Boy Scouts-FLC 
 
Tuesday, November 24 
Lake Country Christian School using FLC 
1:00 p.m.-Staff Meeting 
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts-FLC 
7:00 p.m.-Praise Team 
7:00 p.m.-Al-Anon-Upstairs 
 
Wednesday, November 25 
7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast—Crescent Café 
4:00 p.m.-Education Association-F. Hall* 
SS Thanksgiving Dinner Program Set Up 
 
Thursday, November 26 
All Day –S. S. Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
 
Friday, November 27 
No Activities 
 
Saturday, November 28 
All Day-FLC in use by Boy Scouts 
 
 
FLC—Family Life Center 
*- Unsponsored by SSUMC 
OPCC-Operation Christmas Child 

Youth Lunch 
November 18-TNT-Kay Woodward 
November 25-No Dinner-Youth help with Thanksgiv-
ing 
December 2-Ruth Esther circle 
December 9-Seniors In Action 
December 16-Priscilla Circle 
 
November 22, 2015; 8:30 a.m. Worship Songs 
Come, Now Is The Time to Worship 
Hosanna (Praise Is Rising) 
Here Is Our King 
Crown Him (Majesty) 
Never Once 
Lord, You Have My Heart 


