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“O sing to the Lord a new 
song; sing to the Lord, all the 
earth.”  (Psalm 96:1, NRSV) 
It seems like the psalmist is 
challenging us today with this 
call to “sing a new song”.  
Aren’t the old songs good 
enough?  How many new 
songs can we possibly learn?  
Besides, some of the new 

songs aren’t really that good anyway.  What does 
the psalmist really mean by this challenge?  What 
are the new songs we are supposed to be singing?  
And, what if we don’t sing very well; should we 
still sing out loud?  Or, could it be that the real way 
we sing to the Lord is through the way in which we 
live our lives every day?  Maybe what we can learn 
from this psalm is that the Lord wants us to live in 
a new and different way that reflects God’s pres-
ence in our lives. 
Verses 3-5a tell us: “Declare his glory among the 
nations, his marvelous works among all the peo-
ples.  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised; he is to be revered above all gods.  For all 
the gods of the peoples are idols.”  There is a uni-
versal message contained in these words; this is a 
message that transcends the centuries since the 
psalm was written and applies to our world today, 
where idol worship is well-hidden in the culture.   
It is also an invitation for us to engage the world in 
which we live in new ways.  Ecumenical and inter-
faith dialogues continue to be a growing need in 
our culture.  Technology has brought the world 
closer together and the way in which Christians 
engage people of other faiths is an ongoing issue.  
What does it look like to confess God’s glory 
among the nations?  How do we profess our faith 
in the one true God in ways that are respectful to 
those who believe otherwise?  How does the inter-

national dialogue move forward as we proclaim 
that “The Lord is king,” without igniting the next 
holy crusade? 
We are invited to engage with the world in ways 
that allow us to be true to the song we feel com-
pelled to sing as we live our lives as followers of 
Jesus.  We must also remember that others also 
sing their particular songs rooted in what they 
firmly believe and profess.  We must seek ways to 
engage one another with respect and a willingness 
to listen for areas where we can agree in principle, 
if not in fact.  Ideally, we should be able to find 
ways to harmonize more often than not.  This is 
hard work and it requires us to recognize that God 
created all sorts of people who do not agree on 
everything.  God also created us to live together in 
spite of our differences. 
From time to time we talk about how a certain 
melody is “our song”.  We may have a particular 
song that recalls a great memory or one that de-
fines a relationship.  “Our song” conjures powerful 
images when we hear it on the radio.  What 
“song” would you say characterizes your life?  
Would it be a new song of “hope” for the world?  
Might there be a song about “faith” or “love” in-
cluded on our new mix tape? 
Psalm 96 invites us to at least try singing a new 
song.  It does not have to be perfect; given our hu-
manity, it probably will not be.  We may not think 
that we can sing this new song very well.  Do not 
worry – there are others with us to help us find the 
right notes and the best lyrics.  Together we can 
sing the “new” songs of hope that not only remind 
us of what God is doing but become the instru-
ments that God uses to make the hope a reality! 

Just keep singing,  
Pastor Don 
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Hey Kids! 
Coco is back and ready 

for Vacation Bible 
School. He is all decked 
out in his “surf outfit” 
and excited to be back 
with all his friends. Be 

sure and stop by to say hi and to meet his new 
friend, Snappy.  Vacation Bible School will be here 

before you know it.  Have mom or dad fill out a reg-
istration form so you can be sure and get a t-shirt.  

They are awesome.  There are forms on the table by 
Coco in the narthex or you can register on line.  VBS 
starts on July 17 and goes to July 21 and is from 6:15 

to 8:30 p.m.  Come and “CATCH THE WAVE OF 
GOD’S AMAZING LOVE.” 

This Sunday, we will be finishing up on a surprise for 
our dads and grandpas.  Have a safe week and stay 

cool! 
Ms. Debbie & Ms. Marty 

 
 

SURF 
SHACK 
“Catch the 

Wave of God’s 
Amazing Love.” 
Vacation Bible 

School 
July 17-21 

6:15-8:30 p.m. 
 

Be sure to register so you can get a free t-shirt. Do it 
online or fill out a form found on the  

table in the Narthex. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need your help!  Come join our kids at Surf Shack 
and “Catch the Wave of God’s Amazing Love.”  There 
are sign up sheets on the table in the narthex.  Also, 
we are needing cookies for the closing program on 

Thursday, July 21.   
Please save the following dates for helping with set 

up, decorating, and other things: 
Friday, July 15—6 p.m. 

Saturday, July 26—9a.m. 
Sunday, July 17—After second serve 

Thanks in advance—we appreciate all of you! 
Debbie & Marty 

The Pastor’s Summer Bible Study – 2016 

If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get 
Out of the Boat 

This is a six-week study based on the best-selling 
book by John Ortberg.  Peter may have been the first 
one out of the boat, but Jesus’ invitation to walk on 
water is for you as well.  But walk on water?  What 
does that mean?  If You Want to Walk on Water, 
You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat helps you answer 
Christ’s call to greater faith, power-filled deeds, and 
a new way of knowing him.  Through six sessions 
that include video clips and group discussions, you 
will discover how to discern God’s call, transcend 
fear, risk faith, manage failure, and trust God.   

If you are interested in participating in this class, 
please sign-up online at www.sandspringsumc.org – 
Go to the “Activities & Announcements” ICON, and 
then select Bible Study Registration.  The text for this 
study is $8.00; this is a “Participant’s Guide” and 
does not include the full text of Ortberg’s book.  We 
need your registration early so we can have your 
books in time for the first class session.  [Although it 
is not required for the study, the complete book is 
also available to you at cokesbury.com for $9.89 in 
paperback or $8.99 for the Kindle.] 

CLASS SCHEDULE: (Classes begin at 6:30PM) 

 

SESSION TITLE MON 

1 
What’s Water-
Walking? July 25, 2016 

2 

The Tragedy of 
the Unopened 
Gift August 1, 2016 

3 

Find Your Call-
ing and Get 
Your Feet Wet August 8, 2016 

4 

Facing Our Chal-
lenges, Con-
quering Our 
Fears August 15, 2016 

5 
Good News for 
Cave Dwellers August 22, 2016 

6 Learning to Wait 
on Our Big God August 29, 2016 

http://www.sandspringsumc.org


 

 

 

Here is some of your  
2016 Youth Dinner Schedule 

6/15-TNT 
6/22-Ruth Esther Circle 
6/29-Seniors In Action 
7/6-No Youth 
7/13-Priscilla Circle 
7/20-Noah/Searchers 
7/27-Harmony 
8/3-No Youth 
8/10-CIA/Pathfinders 
8/17-Faith Circle 
8/24-TNT 
8/31-Ruth Esther Circle 

Here are your  
2016 Newsletter 

weeks. Please  
remember-articles are 
due by 11 a.m. on this 

date.  Please, mark 
your calendars. 

 
June 27 
July 11 
July 25 
August 8 

August 22 
September 5 
September 19 
October 3 
October 17 
October 31 
November 14 
November 28 
December 12 
January 9, 2017 

Help Wanted 

      We are seeking nursery  

attendants to start immediately.   

Please contact the Church Office. 

PLEASE NOTE 

Personal events scheduled at the  

Family Life Center will now  

require a filled out form to be filed with 

the front office.   

See Tracey for a form. 

Sunday Volunteers—June 19 
Visitors Center & Coffee-Harmony 
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David 
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids 
Teaching: Jami Warkentin 
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Kat Katzung 
Counters-Betty or Howard Smith & Karen Wilder 
 
Sunday Volunteers—June 26 
Visitors Center & Coffee-Harmony 
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David  
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids  
Teaching:  Jami Warkentin 
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Jo Fritts 
Counters-Sondra Allen & Dick Ford 
 
July Coffee: Discovery 

Sunday Lists 

Please Keep In Prayer 

Martha Scudder, Linda Tabberer, 
Bob & Cathy Hula, BW Proft, Clare 
Caldwell, Darryl Muse, Jack Brown, 
Owen Johnston, Tristan Schwartz, 

Delbert Sloan, Darin Grayson, Mark 
Hill, Jim McCormick, Pauline Hani-
gar, Barbara McClintock, Kenny & 
Linda Rogers, SSUMC & Unspoken 

Requests Newsletter News 

If you now someone who has been getting 

the newsletter and suddenly, they aren’t—

let Tracey know.  A computer issue caused 

us to lose some contacts and some of 

those are the newsletter e-mail list.  We 

don’t want anyone to miss out on any up-

coming events or church news. 

tginn@sandspringsumc.org 

918-245-5955 



 

 

Sand Springs UMC 
319 N. Main Street/PO Box 336 
Sand Springs, OK  74063 
918-245-5955  Fax-918-245-2801 
Family Life Center: 918-245-3725 
www.SandSpringsumc.org 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR SAND SPRINGS UMC 
 
Tuesday, June 14 
9:00am-Project Transformation 
5:30pm-Cub Scouts-FLC 
7:00pm-Praise Team 
7:00pm-Al-Anon-Upstairs 
 
Wednesday, June 15 
7:30am-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café 
9:00am-Project Transformation 
6:30pm-The Awakening Youth-FLC 
7:00pm-Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, June 16 
9:00am-Project Transformation 
6:00pm-Worship Planning Team Meeting 
*7:00pm-Collins Karate-FLC 
 
Friday, June 17 
No Activities 
 
Saturday, June 18 
No Activities 
 

Sunday, June 19 
8:30am-Contemporary Worship 
9:45am-Communion Service 

10:00am-Sunday School 
11:00am-Traditional Worship 
 
Monday, June 20 
7:00pm-Boy Scouts-Family Life Center 
 
Tuesday, June 21 
5:30pm-Cub Scouts-FLC 
7:00pm-Praise Team Rehearsal 
7:00pm-Al-Anon-Upstairs 
 
Wednesday, June 22 
7:30am-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café 
6:30pm-The Awakening—Youth-FLC 
7:00pm-Chancel Choir 
 
Thursday, June 23 
1:00pm-Ruth Esther Circle-F. Hall 
*7:00pm-Collins Karate-FLC 
 
Sunday, June 26 
1:30pm-Finance Meeting 
2:30pm-Church Council 
NOTE: 
FLC-Family Life Center 
*-Not sponsored by SSUMC but welcome 
For more calendar information, call the office at 918-245-5955. 

It’s Weed Pullin’ Time! 
If you have time, the desire, and are  

willing, please feel free to pull the weeds 
out of the flower beds at the church.  


