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“And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice
from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.’” (Matthew 3:16-17, NRSV)
One of my favorite books is “Life of the Beloved.” by
Henri J.M. Nouwen. This isn’t a new book; it was originally printed in 1992. It is a book that was written to
respond to questions from some non-Christian friends
who wanted to know how Nouwen might explain his
faith to those who most needed to hear – people who
did not believe in Jesus Christ. In the end, though, the
book did more to speak to those who already believe
than it did to satisfy his intended audience. Nouwen
reminds us that we also are God’s beloved children. He
says, “Yes, there is that voice, the voice that speaks
from above and from within and that whispers softly or
declares loudly: ‘You are my Beloved, on whom my favor rests.’ It certainly is not easy to hear that voice in a
world filled with voices that shout: ‘You are no good,
you are ugly; you are worthless; you are despicable, you
are nobody.’” (30-31)
Living a life of spirit-filled faithfulness to God is not easy
in a secular world that constantly pulls us away from
God and tries desperately to convince us that we are
nothing unless we have the “right” job, the “right”
clothes, the “right” hairstyle, weight, car, home, etc., ad
nauseum. The truth is: we are God’s beloved; we are
not subject to the judgments of this world – we are beloved by God and that’s all that really matters. This is a
wonderful truth to keep at the forefront of your mind
every day. Only God’s opinion matters – not the opinion
of advertisers in the media or your neighbors down the
road. The negative voices we hear in our culture are so
loud and so persuasive that it’s really easy to believe
them. But listening to these voices leads us down a path

of self-criticism, self-loathing, and self-rejection. We can
so easily fall into the trap of believing what the world
tells us that we risk forgetting the truth that God offers
us. The clamor of our culture can drown out the still,
small voice of God telling us we are beloved. Once we
really hear this voice of God telling us that we are beloved, we want to hear more…we want to know more…
we want to be more as a beloved child of God.
This is a message we must dare to claim and share with
others. The reality of our world is that “many children
never feel really welcomed in the world. Beneath their
nervous smiles, there is often the question: ‘Am I really
wanted?’…Our world is full of people who question
whether it would have been better had they not been
born. When we do not feel loved by those who gave us
life, we often suffer our whole life long…” (57) We cannot
allow the people of this world to convince us that anyone
is without value. We cannot give in to a culture that manipulates, controls, and destroys the true beauty of a
soul created by God and loved by God. We are God’s beloved and we must let others know that they too are beloved by God.
As more people become aware of this truth, divisions will
close and wounds will be healed. “The Spirit of God, the
Spirit that calls us the Beloved, is the Spirit that unites
and makes whole. There is no clearer way to discern the
presence of God’s Spirit than to identify the moments of
unification, healing, restoration, and reconciliation.
Wherever the Spirit works, divisions vanish and inner as
well as outer unity manifests itself.” (135)
Only God has the power to bring people together and to
bridge the gaps that divide us. Only we have the ability to
open our hearts to hear God’s truth and share it with
everyone we meet. This combination of God’s power and
our hearing is an awesome force in the world to say to
someone, “You are the Beloved of God and God loves
you and wants to be in your life today.” Be God’s Beloved
today.

God bless,
Pastor Don

Hey Kids
What a great time we all
had in Vacation Bible School
last week. Your Hero costumes you made were awesome-very creative and
fun. Remember the Bible stories
you heard and that God's heroes have heart, courage,
wisdom and hope. Science, games and music were
great fun. On Sunday we had fun building with the
boxes from VBS set and the science experiment
"Super Bubble Blower". Remember our Hero verse is
to "Do good! Seek Peace and go after it! Psalm
34:14b.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Miss Cathy and
her family during this time. We have missed you and
look forward to seeing you soon.
Have a wonderful week-stay cool and see you next
Sunday
Miss Debbie and Miss Marty
SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR VBS VOLUNTEERS
We want to thank all who helped with VBS last weekwe could not do it without your help and support.
Also for the financial support from church members
which gives us the chance to share the love of Jesus
with the kids.
Special thanks to Jordan Tabberer for leading our music.
Many thanks to the Stockard family for building the
frames to use for our scenes in the sanctuary.
Again THANK YOU!! We are already planning for
next year and will look forward to your help again.
Debbie and Marty

Bake Sale went to the DOGS!
The Encounter Class (4th, 5th & 6th grades) would
like to say a great big THANK YOU to all who helped
buy dog food for the rescue animals. The bake sale

was a great success. We raised $300. We appreciate
you all!
Hallye, Gracey Kate, Jayce, & Gracy B., & Ms. Susie

Thank You…
Thank you to Joyce McFall and Don for their help
with the prayer chain while I was out of the office
last week. I appreciate being able to take some time
off and know that this is one area that will be covered! The PRAYER CHAIN is near and dear to so
many of us and we are fortunate to have such faithful pray-ers!
Tracey

Here are your
2017 Newsletter
weeks. Please
remember-articles are
due by 11 a.m. on this
date. Please, mark
your calendars.
August 7
August 21

September 4?
September 18
October 2
October 16
October 30
November 13
November 27
December 11
January 8, 2018

Here is some of your
2017 Youth Dinner Schedule
July 26-Priscilla Circle
August 2-NO YOUTH
August 9-Noah/Searchers
August 16-Youth
August 23-CIA/Pathfinders
August 30-Faith Circle
September 6-TNT
September 13-Ruth Esther Circle
September 20-Seniors In Action
September 27-Priscilla Circle
October 4-Noah/Searchers
October 11-Youth
October 18-CIA/Pathfinders
October 25-Faith Circle

Sunday Lists
Sunday Volunteers—July 30
Visitors Center & Coffee: Discovery
Head Usher-8:30am: Amanda Honeycutt
Head Usher-11:00am: Eddy David
Child. Church: 8:30am: Kingdom Kids
Teaching: Jami Warkentin
Children’s Church: Susie Honeycutt
Counters: Sondra Allen & Dick Ford
Sunday Volunteers—August 6
Visitors Center & Coffee: TNT
Head Usher-8:30am: Amanda Honeycutt
Head Usher-11:00am: Eddy David
Child. Church-8:30am: Kingdom Kids
Teaching: Jami Warkentin
Children’s Church: Remain for Communion
Counters: Bob Barnes & Jami Warkentin

Please Keep In Prayer
Please remember these in
your prayers:
Martha Scudder, Linda Tabberer,
Charlene Reeves, Montie Box, Greta
Green, Bob & Cathy Hula, Max
Schuermann, David Allen, Elsie Jones,
Sue & Jim Shaw, BW Proft, Albert
Kahl’s mom & sister in law, John &
Sylvia Johnson, Bill & Clare Caldwell,
Jack & Jewell Brown, Barbara McClintock, Angy KrebsWarden, Ron Hay, Ruth Weaver, Susan Edwards

If someone needs to be added to the prayer list
or someone was taken off too soon,
please contact Tracey in the front office
so the prayer list can be updated.

Mission Study on Climate Justice
If you ever wanted to know how you can sustain the
earth for your children and grandchildren, then this
study is for you.
Dates: July 29th on Saturday from 10:00 to 12:00 in
the Fellowship Hall. The second half of the study is
on Thursday, Aug. 3rd from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Leaders are Wava Burt and Jay and Judy Bullard.
There will be a special section on the pure water situation in the world.
Contact Judy Bullard at 918-693-1279 for more information and to register so we can be sure to have
enough handouts. There will be a nursery, if needed
just let Judy know. Men, women, and youth are all
invited.

Join Me For Lunch
Join us for “Lunch After Worship” on the 2nd Sunday
of every month, beginning August 13th. We will be
serving a delicious meal in our Fellowship Hall after
both worship services. Your financial donation to this
meal will be used to help pay our Conference Apportionments. This is a great opportunity to help fund
our mission, enjoy a good home-cooked meal, and
spend time in fellowship with church members. Mark
your calendar now!

We Offer our Prayers & Sympathy
to the friends and family of
Bill Gifford.
We especially pray for Cathy and the
Girls for their loss.
Cards can be sent them at:
Cathy Gifford & Kids
7045 S. 151 W. Ave.
Sapulpa, OK 74066

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR SAND SPRINGS UMC

Sunday, July 30
8:30am-Contemporary Worship
9:45am-Communion Service
10:00am-Sunday School
11:00am-Traditional Worship
1:00pm-FLC in use

Monday, July 24
5:30pm-4th Monday Community Dinner-F. Hall
7:00pm-Boy Scouts-FLC
Tuesday, July 25
7:00pm-Praise Team Practice
7:00pm-Al-Anon-Upstairs

FLC-Family Life Center
*-Not sponsored by
SSUMC but welcome
For more calendar
information, call the
office at
918-245-5955.

Monday, July 31
7:00pm-Boy Scouts-Family Life Center

Wednesday, July 26
7:30am-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café
5:45pm-Y4Y
6:30pm-The Awakening—Youth
7:00pm-NO Chancel Choir Practice

Tuesday, August 1
6:00pm-Cub Scouts-FLC
7:00pm-Praise Team
7:00pm-Al-Anon-Upstairs
Wednesday, August 2
7:30am-Men’s/Women’s Breakfast-Crescent Café
5:45pm-Y4Y
6:30pm-NO Youth-FLC
7:00pm-Chancel Choir

Thursday, July 27
*7:00pm-Collins Karate-FLC
Friday, July 28
No Activities
Saturday, July 29
10-12-UMW Climate Justice Mission Study-F. Hall

Sand Springs UMC
319 N. Main Street/PO Box 336
Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-5955 Fax-918-245-2801
Family Life Center: 918-245-3725
www.SandSpringsumc.org

Stay Cool, Stay
Safe...
STAY INSIDE!

JUNE

