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“He will stand tall in his shepherdrule by God’s strength, centered in
the majesty of God-Revealed. And
the people will have a good and
safe home, for the whole world will
hold him in respect – Peacemaker
of the world!” (Micah 5:4-5, MSG)
Dear friends in Christ,
As we prepare once again to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I cannot help but remember the words of the prophet Micah
and long for the day when “the whole world will hold
him in respect.” I hear the angels singing to the shepherds, “Glory to God in the heavenly heights, peace to
all men and women on earth who please him.” (Luke
2:14, MSG) This advent season we are once again reminded of the hope we find in the promises of God; the
peace we find as we go to Jesus whenever our lives are
in turmoil; the unimaginable love that God showed by
sending his only son to live with us, teach us, and save
us; and the eternal joy we will one day share in the
presence of God.
It is the concept of “peace” that draws me today into
mediation on how we, as faithful Christians, are called
to be “peacemakers.” In Matthew 5:9, Jesus says,
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called
children of God.” Micah calls Jesus the Peacemaker of
the world. What does this mean for us? The Hebrew
word for peace is shalom and it carries the meaning of
wholeness or well-being; it offers the idea that we are
not in conflict with God or with one another. In the New
Testament, the Greek word means the absence of strife
among individuals or nations. There is also the connection between peace and spiritual blessings from God.
Christ was born to be the Prince of Peace. Christ’s work
is to bring peace. Christ’s death has accomplished peace
between God and humanity, and Jew and Gentile. Being
a peacemaker during one Thanksgiving dinner is easy,
but being a peacemaker throughout one’s life is a much
harder task. Doing the work God calls us to is never easy
and being part of the peacemaking process is no exception.

We are so fond of quoting, “Peace on earth, good will to
all,” during the Christmas season. Yet I have to wonder
if we really think about what we’re saying here, what
we’re hoping for, what we’re praying for in these
words. Peace is the absence of strife; it is the end of all
conflict; it is the presence of God and a state of being
that “surpasses all understanding” and guards our
hearts and minds in Jesus Christ (Philippians 4:7).
Doesn’t that sound wonderful? The thing is, we probably don’t have the power to bring about this kind of
peace among nations; that is something we can only
pray for in God’s power and will. We do, however, have
the ability to make this kind of peace attainable within
our families, our church, and our community. We begin
the process by becoming peacemakers, by not participating in arguments, by trying to see all sides of an issue, and by working to calm rather than “stir the pot.”
We can be agents of peace by not participating in “idle
talk” and by never sharing a “he said/she said” story.
We can help to heal wounded relationships by apologizing for our own bad behavior and by forgiving others
when they hurt our feelings. We can change the perspective of a hurting person by offering kindness when
they least expect it. We can avoid broken relationships
by not being so focused on what we want and looking
at what others want and what is best for everyone concerned.
Peace cannot grow out of selfishness; peace cannot exist in a whirlwind of controversy; peace cannot flourish
in the bright light of criticism or the dim light of malicious gossip; peace can only be found when we are still,
knowing that God is God and we are not. The prophets
foretold the promise of God’s peace; a time will come
when all the world holds God in respect and there is an
absence of conflict in the presence of God. Until that
day, we are called to be the blessed peacemakers, the
children of God who do all we can to help others recognize and rejoice in the peace that passes all understanding through Jesus Christ. “Glory to God in the heavenly
heights, peace to all men and women on earth who
please him.” Amen!

How when we participate in life with those around us
I am very excited to begin serving in a loving and relational matter than we have brought
the Lord in a new way by accepting beauty in this world. This is what God does in the creathe job for Chancel Choir Director. tion story. We see a formless world in darkness and
chaos, but God comes and controls the chaos, and
I am looking forward to working
with that God creates something beautiful. This is also
with the staff and choir to bring
the perfect season to put this into practice. I hope and
our very best to worship. I will
pray that we can all work on this during this Christmas
continue to do Kingdom Kids and play the organ.
season. Peace to all!
Being a lifelong Methodist, I have been in church
Tristan
choirs since I was in the eighth grade at Chetopa
Methodist Church in Kansas, then Will Rogers Methodist Church in Tulsa, Prattville Methodist Church and
now here at SSUMC. I cannot imagine a life without
Hey Kids!
choir. Singing the Word and praising the Lord with
music deepens my relationship with God and
Wow Kids! What a Blessing!! You did
strengthens bonds with fellow choir members. If you
such a great job on your Christmas
would like to be a part of the coir, you are welcome
Program Sunday night! We are so
to come to rehearsals on Wednesday nights from
proud of you!
7:00 –8:30. We will be starting an Easter cantata in
January, so the new year would be a great time to
Next Sunday, December 20th we will
start. Hope to see some new faces in the choir loft!
continue our theme of Christmas Around the World by
Singing His Name,
learning how they celebrate in MEXICO! We will also
Cathy
be working on things for the Christmas Eve service at
5 and we will be having our annual Christmas party
during kid zone.

Cathy’s Comments…

I hope everyone is having a great
week and had a great weekend! As I
write this I am afraid that I have
come down with a nice little stomach
bug. Prayers for a quick recovery
would be very much appreciated. As
I write this as well we have just entered the third week of advent! Focusing on the idea of joy. This week is probably my
favorite for the simple fact that I always try and have a
joyful and positive attitude. I know at times it is tough
as pastor was saying in the last sermon to always have
this cheerful demeanor with all of the chaos and problems the world seems to be facing, but I believe it to
be essential. When we go about our day with a smile
on our face and joy in our hearts that becomes contagious. It also goes the same for a negative attitude and
a look of discontent on our face. We have a choice
each morning when we begin our day to either be
Christ-like disciples who bring about beauty in this
world or we can just go about our day so focused on
ourselves that we forget about those around us. I
talked to the youth on Sunday about that same thing.

Please mark your calendars and have your parents
mark their calendars and have your grandparents
mark theirs…
The 5:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve service is
geared for kids! It is an interactive service. You will be
up front but you don’t have any lines to memorize! It
should be a very joyful service.
We have enjoyed each and every one of you this year
and look forward to our time together in 2016!

Merry Christmas, Kids!!
Marty & Debbie and the gang

Be sure to come to one of the Christmas Even
Candlelight Communion services.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! It is hard to
Contemporary service is at 5:00 p.m.
believe that this is the last newsletter of 2015. It has
Traditional service is at 9:00 p.m.
been an eventful year that brought its share of chalInvite your neighbors and friends.
lenges into all our lives. It has also been a year with
It is a wonderful way to bring in the
many joys. The Lord has a way of restoring balance to
Birth of our Savior!
Dear Church Family,

our lives. Linda and I want you to know that we truly
appreciate the prayers of this congregation; we cannot survive without your intercession with God on
our behalf. We also want to express gratitude to the
staff here at SSUMC. Tracey, Tristan, Cathy, Judy and
Sara do so much to keep things going; the church
would not run as it does without their efforts. We
also give thanks to the many volunteers who do the
lion’s share of the work around here. Particularly, I
am grateful to Glenna Stockard who has stepped up
to be our volunteer Treasurer; without Glenna nobody would get paid. And, of course, I cannot forget
Marty David and Debbie Schmidt who pour their
hearts and souls into our Children’s Ministry; we are
all blessed by their service. There are so many people
who volunteer their time on church committees, at
church events, in the UMW, at our monthly community dinners, and so forth – I cannot possibly name
you all – but know that I am grateful for the hard
work and dedication you demonstrate.
Linda and I want to express our best wishes to you
and your families this Christmas Season. We pray for
you all the time. As we come to the end of this year
and look ahead to 2016, we pray for healing and
wholeness; we pray for peace and courage; we pray
for comfort; and we pray that each person will grow
in their relationship with Jesus Christ.
Have a wonderful Christmas holiday!

Pastor Don and Linda Tabberer

The church offices will be closed the week
between Christmas and New YearsDecember 28-January 1.
We will return January 4, 2016
The next Newsletter will be the week of
January 11, 2016.

Here are your
2016 Newsletter weeks.
Please remember-articles are due
by 11 a.m. on this date.
January 11
January 25
February 8
February 22
March 7
March 21
April 4
April 18
May 2
May 16
May 30
June 13
June 27

July 11
July 25
August 8
August 22
September 5
September 19
October 3
October 17
October 31
November 14
November 28
December 12
January 9, 2017

NOTE: Bishop Hayes is calling
each of us to action in the Oklahoma Conference. This is the
fourth in his five-part series.
"For just as each of us has one
body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, so in
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others. We have different
gifts, according to the grace given each of us. If your
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance to
your faith. If it is serving, then serve; if teaching, then
teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if
it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully."(Romans 12:4-8, NIV)
By BISHOP ROBERT HAYES JR.
One of the great strengths of our Church has always
been its emphasis on the laity. Methodism in America
began as a lay movement.
I cannot overemphasize the importance of the lay
person’s role in advancing the Kingdom of God. Yes,
some laity find their gifts lead them into formal pastoral ministry. Yet just as there are clergy who are influential in your development and mine as disciples, there
likely are three or four times as many lay people who,
through the witness of their lives, bring us into deeper
relationships with Jesus Christ.
For me, one of them was my childhood Sunday
School teacher, Emma Bingham. I was the impressionable age of 9 when she made tremendous impact on my
life.
Every Sunday morning she was in her classroom,
waiting for me and other students to arrive. We had no
digital technology to stimulate our imagination — we
didn’t need those because we had Mrs. Bingham!
She insisted each child bring a Bible to class. (It’s a
good thing the parsonage was next door to the church. I
can’t count how many times she sent me home to retrieve mine.)
And when she opened her Bible the characters
leaped off the page!
I wouldn’t be who I am or where I am today if there
had not been a Mrs. Bingham in my life.
Who are the Emma Binghams in your life? Can you
recall those saints who took you by the hand and
helped shape your life? As I go from church to church,
I see so many lay people involved in our churches,
sculpting more United Methodists who love and live
for God.
It warms my heart to see today’s Sunday School
teachers, Lay Servants, mentors, and volunteers engag-

ing in all kinds of ministry, but especially with children
and youths. Liturgists, musicians and choir directors,
ushers, digital technicians, trustees, missions leaders,
Stephen Ministers — a host of people give their time
and gifts to God’s glory. Every person who prepares or
serves food for those remarkable covered-dish dinners
is using his or her gifts to create Christian community
and fellowship!
Have you ever thought of your church involvement
that way?
The Apostle Paul sums it up best in his letter to the
Romans: "We have different gifts, according to the
grace given each of us."
Then Paul provides a beautiful list of gifts to put into
service as a member in the body of Christ.
Laity, my plea to you today is: Claim your gift!
That’s right! Claim your God-given talent and use it as
an offering to your church and your community of
faith! You not only will be blessed, but also will bless
others in ways you cannot imagine.
Colgate-Palmolive is a familiar product brand name.
What you may not know is how William Colgate
claimed his gift of crafting soap.
Colgate worked as an apprentice in a soap manufacturing shop as a young boy. At age 16, he left home to
seek employment. Traveling on a canal boat, he told
the captain that his ambition was to make soap in New
York City.
After hearing about this dream and realizing the
young man had a gift, the old captain gave Colgate
some advice.
"Someone will soon be the leading soap maker in
New York. You can be that person. But you must never
lose sight of the fact that the soap you make has been
given to you by God. Honor Him by sharing what you
earn. Begin by tithing all you receive."
That advice changed Colgate’s life. He realized
that God was the giver of all he possessed, not only
of opportunity but even the elements used in making
his soap. He became one of America’s leading
philanthropists.
To my dear brothers and sisters who occupy the
pews of our churches: You have so much to offer your
church. Honor God by sharing your gift. Invite someone to go to church with you; volunteer your time in a
ministry about which you are passionate. Teach, serve,
encourage, give generously, and show mercy cheerfully!
Do these things, and the Church as we know it will
be transformed. The Emma Binghams of our lives will
rejoice!

What Else Is Going
On?

Sunday Lists
Sunday Volunteers—December 20
Visitors Center & Coffee-TNT
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids
Teaching: Jami Warkentin
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Katherine Reeves
Counters-Diana Pond & Jack Vest
Sunday Volunteers—December 27
Visitors Center & Coffee-TNT
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids
Teaching: Jami Warkentin
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Jo Fritts
Counters-Howard or Betty Smith & Karen Wilder
Coffee for January-CIA/Pathfinders
Youth Dinner: December 16-Priscilla Circle
Youth Dinner: December 23-No Dinner
Youth Dinner: December 30-Discovery/Crossroads

Please Keep In Prayer
Billie Schmidt, Bob & Cathy Hula, BW Proft,
Clare Caldwell, Darryl Muse, Jack & Jewell
Brown, Martha Scudder, Owen Johnston, Paul &
Gerri Waldschmidt, Ruth Weaver, Tristan
Schwartz, Delbert Sloan, Leonard Whisenhunt,
Darin Grayson, Chris Bordelon, Mark, Jim
McCormick, Aaron (Dustin Dinsmore’s friend),
Pauline Hanigar, Morene Baker, Barbara
McClintock, Glenda Paul-Reyna, SSUMC & Unspoken Requests

12/17-Time TBA-Ruth
Esther Christmas Party
12/24-5 & 9 p.m.-Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Services
12/24-FLC in use
12/28-5:30pm-Community Dinner
December 28-January1-Offices Closed-Will re-open
January 4th.

8:30 a.m. Worship Songs-December 20, 2015
Hark The Herald Angels Sing
O Come, O come, Emmanuel-Verse 4
This Child Is
Welcome To Our World
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
Your Love O Lord

8:30 a.m. Worship Songs-December 27, 2015
Hosanna (Praise Is Rising)
Forever Reign
Mighty To Save
Lord I Need you
Holy Spirit
Speak O Lord

Thank you, thank you, thank you, all who have
helped to make the music season bright at
SSUMC. There are so many behind the scenes people that contribute their talents to our
church. Thank you, Judy, for your beautiful accompaniments. You make the piano "sing"! Thank you,
Debbie and Marty, for all the corralling of little ones
Acknowledgements
and costuming the children to make our Christmas
Story complete. Thank you parents, for getting your
Thank You…
children to church and helping them memorize their
Thank you to my church family for being so wonderful parts. Thank you, Don and Linda, for taking care of
to me. I appreciate all the prayers, cards and phone
the sound. Thank you, Sharon, for your beautiful
calls!
flute music. Thank you, choir and children for doing
From Martha Scudder
your parts so well. Thank you, SSUMC for prayers
and support. Thank you, ladies, for providing a wonThank You…
derful reception after the program. Most of all,
I appreciate the 2 lunches you brought me Thanksgiv- thank you, Lord Jesus, for laying aside your glory and
ing Day. Thank you so much and God Bless.
coming to earth to show us the way!
From Shirley M. Davis
Lovingly, Cathy

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

7:00 p.m.-Al-Anon-Upstairs

Wednesday, December 16
7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast—Crescent Café
4:00 p.m.-Education Association-F. Hall
6:30 p.m.-Youth
7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir

Wednesday, December 23
7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast—Crescent Café
11:30 a.m.-Staff Christmas Luncheon-Napolis
4:00 p.m.-Education Association-F. Hall*
6:30 p.m.-Youth
7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir

Thursday, December 17
TBA-Ruth Esther Christmas Luncheon
7:00 p.m.-Karate-FLC*
Friday, December 18
FLC in use
Saturday, December 19
No Activities
Sunday, December 20
8:30 a.m.-Contemporary Worship
9:45 a.m.-Communion Service
10:00 a.m.-Sunday School
11:00 a.m.-Traditional Worship
Monday, December 21
7:00 p.m.-Boy Scouts-FLC
Tuesday, December 22
6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts-FLC
7:00 p.m.-Praise Team

Sand Springs UMC
319 N. Main Street/PO Box 336
Sand Springs, OK 74063
918-245-5955 Fax-918-245-2801
Family Life Center: 918-245-3725
www.SandSpringsumc.org

PLEASE… PLEASE… PLEASE…
Remember our Shut In, Homebound
and those who have recently moved
closer to town and family. The list
is on the Welcome Center Desk or I
can e-mail it to you. Just let me
know.
Tracey

Thursday, December 24
FLC in Use
5:00 p.m.-Contemporary Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
9:00 p.m.-Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
Friday, December 25
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!
Saturday, December 26
No Activities
Sunday, December 27
8:30 a.m.-Contemporary Worship
9:45 a.m.-Communion Service
10:00 a.m.-Sunday School
11:00 a.m.-Traditional Worship
FLC—Family Life Center
*- Unsponsored by SSUMC
OPCC-Operation Christmas Child

