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“Does not wisdom call out?  Does not understanding raise her 

voice?”  (Proverbs 8:1) 

In Proverbs 8 Solomon personifies wisdom as a woman calling out to 
men.  It is a voice that leads them to life.  I encourage you to read the 
entire chapter, possibly encountering it in several different transla-
tions to help with comprehension.   

I have often said that we should not pray for “patience,” rather we should pray for “wisdom.”  
What is interesting about this proverb is that Wisdom does not chase after her intended audi-
ence; rather, she positions herself at strategic points that we will undoubtedly pass.  She sits 
on hilltops, at crossroads, at the gates of the city, and on the thresholds of doors.  She chooses 
her locations carefully so she speaks from places where we cannot miss her message. 

Wisdom still stands in these places today; at places we may not expect; often at the crossroads 
of our vulnerability.  If we walk near these places we are able to hear what we need before we 
walk on.  If we have the courage to truly listen, wisdom has the power to change the course of 
our path or even to turn us around.  For some, Wisdom’s voice may have grown distant, but 
she continues to call out to us so we might consider our journey. 

When I was in Israel a couple years ago I learned about the tradition of the mezuzah.  This 
small ornamentation is placed on the door post of Jewish homes.  The homeowner places the 
Shema inside.  The Shema prayer expresses the unity of God.  The verses start with “Hear, O 
Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One,” and continue with the commandment to love God 
with all of your heart.  Upon entering the home one touches the mezuzah as a reminder of 
God’s sovereignty in our lives.  I think this is a wonderful tradition and I purchased a mezuzah 
for myself as a reminder.  Wisdom positions herself in our lives as a reminder to live according 
to God’s will. 

If you continue reading into Proverbs 9, you will find that wisdom is not the only voice posi-
tioned to try to influence us.  There is also “the woman of folly” vying for our attention and our 
affection.  Hers is a call to compromise on principle with the unspoken goal of leading us away 
from God’s will.  Hers is a pleasing voice, much like the mythological sirens of ancient Greece, 
luring unsuspecting sailors to certain and deadly shipwreck. 

It seems that God has put wisdom in our way – an urgent, unavoidable voice requiring us to 
make a choice.  We have to step over wisdom, walk around her, or embrace her.  We are given 
the choice between this and our own folly.  God’s wisdom is distilled in the pages of Scripture, 
inviting us to yearn for her above all other lusts or desires.  Her voice cries out to us at every 
important juncture and stands at each crossroad urging us to take her hand.  Wisdom does not 
chase us down, she urges us toward her.  She offers us protection, as well as guidance.   

Charles Swindoll writes: “The secret of counteracting our bent toward waywardness rests with 
wisdom…She is calling for our attention.  She doesn’t want us to drift throughout the day with-
out taking her along as a companion.” 

Listen for Wisdom’s voice today,  
Pastor Don  
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Operation Christmas 
Child 
We will be harvesting some 
shoe boxes this week!  It’s 
Operation Christmas Child 
National Collection Week.  
Please have your filled shoe 
boxes back at the church on 

Sunday, 11/24, so that we can transport them to the 
FLC.  We are out of the red and green shoe boxes.  
Please feel free to use any regular sized shoe box you 
have.  Or you can even purchase a plastic shoe box for 
about $1 and use that.  Thanks so much for sup-
porting OCC.  If you have questions contact Amy Mil-
ler. 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Angel Tree 
We have adopted two families this 
Christmas.  There is an Angel Tree in 
the Narthex for each family.  Hang-
ing on the trees are angels that tell 
you the gender and age of the family 
member and describe an item to get 

them for Christmas.  We have included essentials like 
clothing and wishes like toys for the kids.  We have 
also included angels for all the makings of Christmas 
dinner.  Please be generous and take as many angels 
as you like to go shopping and help us bring a joyous 
holiday to these families.  We ask that you buy the gift 
described on the angel card, wrap it, affix the card to 
the package, and then return the package underneath 
the appropriate tree by Sunday, December 15th. 
We are very excited about this mission and we pray 
that you will help us by being very generous in your 
giving.  If you are unable to go shopping, but you still 
want to be involved, please consider making a cash 
gift to the project and someone will do the shopping 
for you.  Contact Linda Tabberer for assistance in 
making this happen.   
 
 

IT'S TIME FOR GOODY BAGS! 

Thanksgiving is almost here and any college student 
knows this also means the dreaded 'finals week' is 
looming over their shoulders! SSUMW will once again 
provide Goody Bags for our SSUMC college students 
as well as the Methodist students attending the Uni-
versity of Tulsa to be handed out by the Wesley Foun-
dation. This year we have approximately 24 SSUMC 
students and we will be providing at least 80 bags to 
the TU students. If you have a student attending col-
lege and are not sure if his/her name has been includ-
ed on our list, please give Tracey Ginn a shout to be 
sure (okay - a phone call or email will suffice); we 
don't want to leave anyone out!  

We are asking for donations to fill the Goody Bags; 
items such as: individual servings of instant cocoa, 
instant tea (of any kind), instant apple cider, micro-
wave popcorn, snack/energy bars, various packets of 
snack crackers (cheese, peanut butter), raisins, cook-
ies, candy, gum - anything that would help boost a 
student's energy and help them bring home a 4.0! 
Please bring to church anytime before Friday, Decem-
ber 6th, 9 AM, the day and time we will be filling and 
delivering by noon to the Wesley Foundation on the 
TU campus. If you can help with filling the TU Goody 
Bags, we greatly appreciate your volunteering your 
time. Many hands make for light work!  

UMW will provide the goodies for our SSUMC stu-
dents as we will have those bags ready to be picked 
up on Sunday, November 24th. Our ladies in the Ruth 
Esther circle will be filling those bags this Thursday 
during their monthly meeting. Thank you so much, 
ladies of Ruth Esther! 

The SSUMC UMW wishes to thank you in advance for 
your generosity in helping to provide a vital nutrition-
al boost so in need during the long hours of study - 
typically known as cramming - for our college stu-
dents as well as the Methodist students of TU!  

Need a Christmas Gift Idea? 

The UMW are selling RADA Cutlery.   See Glenna Stockard if you are interested.  She will have a catalog 
available for shopping.  Buy a gift for someone or for yourself.  You will LOVE it! 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC/Drop_Off_Locations/


 

 

Garrison Keillor on Methodists 
American author, humorist, and host of “A 
Prairie Home Companion”, Garrison Keillor 
offers his insights and opinions on a wide vari-
ety of subjects.  Here we find his analysis of 
Methodists and I think it is worth passing 
along so all of us can smile at ourselves. 

We make fun of Methodists for their blandness, their 
excessive calm, their fear of giving offense, their lack 
of speed, and also for their secret fondness for maca-
roni and cheese.  But nobody sings like them.  If you 
were to ask an audience in New York City, a relatively 
Methodist-less place, to sing along on the chorus of 
"Michael Row the Boat Ashore," they will look dag-
gers at you as if you had asked them to strip to their 
underwear.  But if you do this among Methodists, 
they'd smile and row that boat ashore and up on the 
beach!  And down the road!  Many Methodists are 
bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony, a 
talent that comes from sitting on the lap of someone 
singing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the harmon-
ic intervals by putting your little head against that 
person's rib cage.  It's natural for Methodists to sing 
in harmony.  We are too modest to be soloists, too 
worldly to sing in unison.  When you're singing in the 
key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th chords, 
all two hundred of you, it's an emotionally fulfilling 
moment.  By our joining in harmony, we somehow 
promise that we will not forsake each other.   
I do believe this: People, these Methodists, who love 
to sing in four-part harmony are the sort of people 
you can call up when you're in deep distress, be-
cause:  
 If you're dying, they will comfort you. 
 If you are lonely, they'll talk to you. 
 And if you are hungry, they'll give you tuna salad. 
Methodists believe in prayer, but would practically 

die if asked to pray out loud. 
Methodists like to sing, except when confronted with 

a new hymn or a hymn with more than four 
stanzas. 

Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the 
hospital, even if they don't notify them that 
they are there. 

Methodists usually follow the official liturgy and will 
feel it is their way of suffering for their sins. 

Methodists believe in miracles and even expect mira-
cles, especially during their stewardship visita-
tion programs or when passing the plate. 

Methodists think that the Bible forbids them from 
crossing the aisle while passing the peace. 

Methodists drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacra-
ment. 

Methodists feel guilty for not staying to clean up after 
their own wedding reception in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

Methodists are willing to pay up to one dollar for a 
meal at the church. 

Methodists still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical 
color of the season and think that peas in a 
tuna casserole add too much color. 

Methodists believe that it is OK to poke fun at them-
selves and never take themselves too serious-
ly. 

And finally, you know you are a Methodist when:  
 It's 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still 

have coffee after the service.  
 You hear something funny during the sermon and 

smile as loudly as you can.  
 Donuts are a line item in the church budget, just 

like coffee.  
 When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say, 

"May the Force be with you," and you respond," 
and also with you."  

 And lastly, it takes ten minutes to say goodbye!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Thanksgiving Worship 
Each year the Sand Springs Ministerial Alliance hosts 
a non-denominational community worship service 
during the Thanksgiving season.  This year the service 
will be at 6:00 PM on Sunday, November 24th at First 
Presbyterian Church, 222 N Adams Road.  Our choir 
will be among those who provide music for this ser-
vice.  Half the money collected at the offering will go 
to Sand Springs Community Services.  The other half 
is used to help fund other community ministries 
throughout the year.  Please plan to join us for this 
uplifting evening of worship. 



 

 

Sunday Volunteers—November 24 

Visitors Center & Coffee-TNT 
Head Usher-8:30 a.m.-Frank Johnston 
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David 
Young Disciples Lesson-8:30a.m.-Amy Miller 
Young Disciples Lesson-11:00 a.m.-Amy M. 
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids  
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Marty D. & Amy M. 
Counters-Sondra Bogert & Dick Ford 

Sunday Volunteers—December 1 

Visitors Center & Coffee-TNT 
Head Usher-8:30 a.m.-Frank Johnston 
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David 
Young Disciples Lesson-8:30a.m.-Marty David 
Young Disciples Lesson-11:00 a.m.-Marty D. 
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids  
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Amy & Lauren Miller 
Counters-Sheree Buttler & Jami Warkentin 

PRAYER LIST 
Ruth Weaver, Donna Woodruff, Destinee Tackett, Sylvia Johnson, Clinton Wilson, Martha Scudder, Virginia Vice, Mar-
garet Pyeatt, Theresa Rosales, Mary Lea Forsythe, Marilyn Peil, Elsie Jones, Pat Cheek, Michael Bostwick 

Sunday Lists 

Please Keep In Prayer 

Acknowledgements  

Priscilla Circle 
Priscilla Circle Christmas Potluck/Gift Exchange will be held December 10th, 6:30 PM, at Cathy Hula's. Bring 
your favorite dish and a gift between $5 and $10!   

 
Thank You… 
Thank you for the food and the visits and the Helping Hands people who put up rails an dpull bars for me.  
Thank you very much.  I’m doing much better. 
   Morene Baker 



 

 

Crumbs From The Cracker 
News:  
the Awakening Vision: 
“To Stretch the Churched and to Re-
deem the un-Churched all to Glorify 
God” 
 

The Awakening Go To Pops: 
We are planning our annual trip to 
“Pops” in Arcadia on November 20th 

the vans will be leaving the parking lot at 319 N. Main at 5pm. If 
you are interested please be sure to sign up in advance to go on 
the trip… seats will be limited… sign up quick! We will be in need 
of multiple drivers as well as large vehicles to transport students 
to pops. Please let me know if you are willing to be a driver for 
this trip! Students plan on brining any where from $10-$15 for 
dinner and a choice of your favorite soda!! Any extras that you 
would like to purchase you will need to bring the money for that 
as well. We should be back no later than 10pm.  
 

Christmas Card Mission: 
On December 4th we will be meeting at the Family Life Center at 
6:30pm to make Christmas cards for the communal housing resi-
dents at Green Tree. These cards will be hand delivered by our 
students on December 11th during our Green Tree Christmas Par-
ty! 
 

Christmas Party @ Green Tree: 
During the month of October our students and volunteers helped 
throw an incredible Halloween party for the residents at Green 
Tree. On December 11th they will be having another party!!! This 
time Christmas themed! We will be meeting at the Family Life 
Center at 5:30pm to load up the vans and head over to Green 
Tree. Following the party at Green Tree, we will head to China Ok 
for dinner. Please bring money for your dinner. Thanks!  
 

Youth Hip-Hop Christmas Party:  
This year we will be throwing a Hip-Hop Christmas party for our 
students!!! This is going to be a super fun event for our students! 
We are asking the students to bring a $10 dirty Santa gift this 
year! The more creative and ridiculous… the better! We will have 
a delicious coffee bar with a variety of tasty drinks! 
 

Drivers Needed! 
Are you interested in hanging out with teenagers and helping 
transport them to youth on Wednesday nights? Have we got the 
place for you to serve! We are recruiting drivers for our Wednes-
day night program! Please let me know 
(gcollett@sandspringsumc.org) if you would be interested in driv-
ing 2 Wednesdays a month. Thanks! 
 

Upcoming Dates: 

 December 4th- Christmas Card Mission @ 6:30pm 

 December 11th- Deliver Christmas Cards & Cookies Sing 
Songs with Green Tree.  

 (Meet @ FLC @ 5:30pm Bring Money For China Ok after 
Green Tree) 

 December 14th- Helping Hands Outreach @ 7:30am @ Fel-
lowship Hall 

 December 18th- Youth Hip-Hop Christmas Party! @ 6:30pm 
($10 Dirty Santa Gift) 

 December 25th- No Youth 

 January 1st- No Youth 
 

 

 

Dear Parents (of Kingdom Kids), 
The Christmas Musical, “The Perfect Gift”,  is fast ap-
proaching with little time for preparing.  I would like to 
have Saturday morning rehearsals at 11 a.m. on No-
vember 23 and November30 and a dress rehearsal at 
10:00 a.m. on December 7. 
Cast member have ben selected and the children have 
their scripts and CD’s.  Please help your child with their 
speaking parts and the songs. 
The program will be on December 8th at 6:00 p.m.  
The musical has a wonderful message and great songs, 
plus some humor!  I pray this will be a blessed gift to 
our Lord. 
 
Blessings to you, 
 Cathy 

KidZone News 
KidZone and the children’s team would 

like to say THANK YOU for making 

our Operation Christmas Child fund-

raiser such a huge success!  We raised 

$527 which allowed us to fill 109 shoe 

boxes at our party on Nov. 16!  And an-

other big THANK YOU goes out to the 

parents, grandparents and friends who 

came out to help fill shoe boxes.  We had a 

great time and are already looking forward to next year! 

Mark your calendars for the Children’s Christmas Pro-

gram on 12/8 at 6pm.  And we will be going Christmas 

Caroling on 12/15!    

Have a great week and we will see you Sunday! 
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Return Service Requested 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

FLC-Family Life Center 

Wednesday, November 6 

7:30 a.m.-M/W Breakfast—Crescent Café 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music 

3:30 p.m.-Art Class-F. Hall 

6:30 p.m.-The Awakening Youth-FLC 

6:00 p.m.-Chancel Ringers 

7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday, November 7 

6:00 p.m.-FLC in use 

 

Friday, November 8 

3:30 p.m.-Are Class-F. Hall 

 

Saturday, November 9 

7:30 a.m.-Helping Hands 

11:00 a.m.-Rob & Brianna Collett Wedding Shower-Narthex 

All Day-FLC in use 

 

Sunday, November 10 

8:30 a.m.-Modern Worship; 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship 

10:00 a.m.-Sunday School 

 

 

Monday, November 11 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

6:15 p.m.-Book Club-Parlor 

7:00 p.m.-Boy Scouts-FLC 

 

Tuesday, November 12 

6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts-FLC 

7:00 p.m.-Praise Team 

7:00 p.m.-Al-Anon-Upstairs 

 

Wednesday, November 13 

7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café  

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

3:30 p.m.-Art Class-F. Hall 

6:30 p.m.-Youth-The Awakening-FLC 

6:00 p.m.-Chancel Ringers 

7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday, November 14 

11:00 a.m.-Needlers 

7:00 p.m.-Stewardship Meeting 


