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Rev. Don Tabberer October 9, 2013 

“No matter what happens, always be thankful, for this is God's will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:18) 

Our three-year “Time to Give” process is over; the campaign to move forward with “Building for 
Life” is now set in motion as we move down the road to fulfill the commitments we have just 
made to the future life of our church.  This is an exciting time in our church; it is also a time of 
challenge.  This is typical of our daily walk with Jesus; we are called to an exciting time that tests 

us in many ways and God always manages to give us whatever we need to meet the challenge. 

I selected today’s quote from Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians for a couple reasons.  First, because it is thought to 
be Paul’s first letter and the oldest text in the New Testament; most scholars agree it was written around 51-52 C.E.  
This means that it is as close to the life of Jesus as we can possibly get in written record.  The closer we get to Jesus, the 
better we can hear his voice in the text.  Second, because this text is filled with encouragement and hope.  The church 
at Thessalonica was a relatively small faith community trying to grow in the midst of difficulty and persecution.  They 
were having trouble seeing beyond their immediate circumstances and visualizing the future God had in mind for them.  
Paul wrote to them to remind them of God’s abundance and God’s provision.   

The events in our recent past could be seen as discouraging and frustrating.  Two “floods” assailed our church offices 
and the Caleb House.  The office cleanup revealed asbestos tile that required environmental remediation.  Our facilities 
have been in a state of upheaval and chaos for several weeks and more than one person has speculated about Satan’s 
hand in all of this.  Other “little” things have also joined in this mayhem.  Ever the optimist, I want to help us see the 
silver lining behind these clouds and see a vision of what will be. 

First, the cost for all of this cleanup and repair is covered by our insurance.  Yes, we must pay our deductible, but I be-
lieve God has sent someone who will help us pay this obligation and significantly limit our financial pain.  Second, as is 
often the case, this disaster has forced all of us to carefully examine our area and evaluate what needs to be retained 
and what can be disposed of or re-purposed.  This is helpful to us and it will portray a cleaner, less cluttered image to 
people who visit.  Finally, it has reminded us of some of the reasons why moving to our new location makes good sense 
and it has reminded us that God is with us throughout the process. 

We are committed to building for the future life of our church.  This is not simply the theme for a capital fund drive; it is 
the driving force behind everything we will do for the next several years.  In fact, this theme is the outgrowth of our 
Strategic Plan and will take its rightful place as a guiding principle for us. 

We all recognize that we are not going to suddenly build two more buildings and move to the new location.  This will 
take time and plenty of planning and work.  Meanwhile, we must continue to serve God and God’s people from both 
locations.  You will see lots of activity in the next several months designed to make ministry more effective at both loca-
tions.  Painting, re-decorating, and relocating some departments are part of a plan to make our current facility as warm 
and welcoming as possible so that our visitors want to become members and move with us into the future. 

I am so grateful to the many people who made a commitment to the Building for Life campaign.  It is challenging to see 
far enough into the future and realize how we will get to where God is leading us.  We may feel like the Israelites wan-
dering in the wilderness asking, “Are we there yet?”  God is leading us to the Promised Land; we simply need to be 
available and willing to serve.   

Give thanks to God today,  
Pastor Don  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SENIORS IN ACTION!   
Our October event will be held 
at Max & Sharon Schuermann's 
home Thursday, Oct 17th at 
5:30 p.m.  Our church's own 
"chef", Don Cole will be cook-
ing for us.  We'll be showing 
the video of Bill Caldwell's POW 
medal ceremony for those of 
you who were unable to attend 
that event. A donation of $5 
apiece would be appreciat-
ed.  Please sign up with Max or Sharon so we know 
how much food to prepare!  Look forward to an even-
ing of fine fellowship, fun & food! 

 
 

Grief Support Group 
The next meeting of the Grief Support Group that 
meets at the Sand Springs United Methodist Church 
at 4th and Main will be October 13th, Sunday, at 3:00 
pm in the Parlor.  We will be reviewing Doug Man-
ning’s DVD, regarding the Journey of Grief; its defini-
tion, dimensions, needs, ceremonies, significance and 
the normal reactions of grief.  If you have missed sev-
eral sessions, come and get caught up.  Our leader is 
Leah Bradley with Good Shepherd Hospice. For more 
information, call Judy Bullard at 918-298-3484 
 
 
 

SOMEONE'S PRAYING, LORD..... 
   Next Sunday is Children's Sabbath.  That is one of 
my favorite Sundays because we stop and recognize 
the value of our children and youth, and how im-
portant they are to this church.  It's been said that our 
young people are our future leaders, but, in reality, 
they provide a lot of leadership and servant hood to-
day.  
   One way we can show our support to our young 
people and their leaders is to lift them in prayer daily.  
On Children's Sabbath, we offer slips of paper with a 
child, youth or leader's name on it.  We hope you will 
take one this Sunday as you leave the Sanctuary.  Put 
it in a place where you see it each day.  As you lift that 
name to the Lord, He knows who they are and what 
their needs are, and He hears your prayer.   Let's help 
our young people, their families and their leaders feel 
loved and cared for through our prayers.  We can ex-
pect great things to happen this year, even if we, per-
sonally, don't know what they are.  That's the Power 
of Prayer!  Virginia   
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

THANK YOU       THANK YOU     THANK YOU!!! 

There are often times when the words thank you 
don't adequately express our thoughts, and this is 
one of those times. We have been honored to serve 
the Lord and our church in the Building for Life cam-
paign. We work well together to organize and plan, 
but it takes everyone working together to do a good 
job. Our  thanks go to our awesome staff who go over 
and beyond their usual duties to help in any way they 
can. Thank you's abound for all the many volunteers 
who spent hours praying, reading the New Testa-
ment, collating materials, visiting, attending 
meetings, phoning, cleaning, setting up and tearing 
down the tables and chairs for the banquet, smoking 
turkeys in the rain, counting all the loose coins and 
pledges for a report Sunday evening, cooking the 
wonderful Thanksgiving dishes that fed 150 people at 
our Thanks for Giving banquet, entertaining the 
crowd with a variety of talents, washing all the dish-
es,  and most of all, pledging generously for the fu-
ture of our church. We look forward to a great future 
because YOU are a part of it. Sincerely, with THANKS, 
Kay and Virginia 

 

 

2nd Monday Book Club 

Do you love books and enjoy reading?  Then join us 
on Monday, October 14th at 6:15 p.m. for our next 
book club meeting!  We meet for about an hour and 
it’s a great time of fellowship 
and book discussion.  We 
read a variety of books.  Any-
one is welcome to attend.  If 
you have a friend who 
doesn’t attend our church-
invite them!  We’d love to 
see some new faces.  Ques-
tions? - Call Amy Miller 

 

 

 

Helping Hands 
Our Helping Hands Mission group have been doing 
great work in our community.   And not just for our 
own church members!  They have gardened, mowed, 

painted, landscaped, fixed stuff…  It is all “un-skilled” 
labor from some very skilled missioners-they do what 
they can do!  If you need help, know someone who 
needs help or would like to volunteer your time and 
join them, call Jami Warkentin or Buster Hall or just 
meet them Saturday, October 12th at 7:30 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall for their next outing. 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Charge Conference 
Our annual Charge Conference will be held at 3:00 
PM on Sunday, October 27, 2013 in Fellowship Hall.  
All church members are welcome to attend this 
meeting as we celebrate the year in ministry and look 
to the coming year’s plans.  All members of the 
Church Council are expected to attend.  Our District 
Superintendent, Rev. Dan Peil will preside and we will 
hear from our District Lay Leader, James McAlister.  
See you there! 

 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS, THERESA! 
On Tuesday, October 8th, our friend Theresa Rosales 
transitioned out of Exodus House into a program at 
“His House” in Claremore.  This is an exciting oppor-
tunity for Theresa to take the next step in her jour-
ney.  Theresa will have a new job when she enters 
this program and will be able to continue her recov-
ery.  Redemption Church hosted a sending forth 
where members of our church joined friends from 
Exodus House and Redemption in wishing Theresa 
well on this new phase of her journey.  The gathering 
included a community meal in their Fellowship Hall.  
We are so pleased for Theresa and pray for her con-
tinued success.  It is also exciting to report that There-
sa recently completed a Walk to Emmaus.  May God 
bless her!  Des Colores! 



 

 

Sunday Volunteers       October 13 

 

Visitors Center & Coffee-Up  Discovery 
 
Head Usher-8:30 a.m.-Frank Johnston 
 
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David 
 
Young Disciples Lesson-8:30a.m.-Marty David 
 
Young Disciples Lesson-11:00 a.m.-Marty David 
 
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids  
 
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Susie Honeycutt &Kids 
 
Counters-Betty or Howard Smith & Karen Wilder 

Sunday Volunteers       October 20 

 

Visitors Center & Coffee-Discovery 
 
Head Usher-8:30 a.m.-Frank Johnston 
 
Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David 
 
Young Disciples Lesson-8:30a.m.-Jami Warkentin 
 
Young Disciples Lesson-11:00 a.m.-Jami Warkentin 
 
Child. Church-8:30 a.m.-Kingdom Kids  
 
Child. Church-11:00 a.m.-Jami Warkentin & Kat Katzung 
 
Counters-Sondra Bogert & Dick Ford 

PRAYER LIST 
Ruth Weaver, Donna Woodruff, Keith Dickerson, Destinee Tackett, Sylvia Johnson, Clinton Wilson, Glen Almy, Martha 
Scudder, Virginia Vice, Margaret Pyeatt, Theresa Rosales, Mary Lea Forsythe, Marilyn Peil, Elsie Jones, Jim McAllister 
Mona Warren,  Pat Cheek 

Sunday Lists 

Please Keep In Prayer 

Acknowledgements  

Thank You… 
 
Thanks for all the prayers, cards and calls.  They were greatly appreciated by me and the Krause family. 
   God bless all of you, 
   Carrol Hamner  
 

Dear Church Family—Thank you for making us feel welcome in the church.  We also thank you for your 
thoughts and prayers during the past year with Clinton’s illness.   

   Clinton & Joanna Wilson 



 

 

Crumbs From The Cracker 
News:  
the Awakening Vision: 
“To Stretch the Churched and to Redeem the un-Churched 
all to Glorify God” 
 
Speed Mentors: 
Are you a student wanting to grow in your faith? Have we 
got the event for you!!! On October 16th, we will be 
hosting our first ever “Speed Mentor Night”. How will it 
work? You have to show up to find out! Bring a small note 
pad and any questions you might want to ask a potential 
mentor. Be at youth by 6:30pm for dinner and the fun will 
begin following dinner. Don’t miss this event! 
 
Volunteer Appreciation Night: 
Are you a student or a parent of a student… or maybe even 
a church member? Do you appreciate that we have an 
awesome team of volunteer leaders who help with our 
youth every week? You have a chance to tell them how 
awesome they are!!! We will be hosting our annual Youth 
Volunteer Appreciation Night on October 23rd and we 
would love for you to share some kind words to them via 
cards or letters. Starting October 7th we will have small 
sacks marked with our youth volunteer names for your 
notes. They will be collected until October 22nd. Our volun-
teer team includes: Jetonne, Winnie, Carrol, Jan, Kristin, 
Sara, Frank, Don, Kent, Jim, and Eldin.  
 
Operation Christmas Child: 
Hey students, start collecting your toys, school supplies, 
and hygiene products. We will be doing our annual shoe-
box stuffing for Operation Christmas Child on November 
13th. Last year our students packed 47 boxes!!! Lets see if 
we can hit 65 this year!!!!  
 
Drivers Needed! 
Are you interested in hanging out with teenagers and help-
ing transport them to youth on Wednesday nights? Have 
we got the place for you to serve! We are recruiting drivers 
for our Wednesday night program! Please let me know 
(gcollett@sandspringsumc.org) if you would be interested 
in driving 2 Wednesdays a month. Thanks! 
 
Upcoming Dates: 

 October 9th- Mini Me Wk. 4 @ 6:30pm “Mentors Send 
Out” 

 October 12th- Helping Hands Outreach @ 7:30am @ 
Fellowship Hall 

 October 16th- Speed Mentors @ 6:30pm 

 October 23rd- Volunteer Appreciation Night! @ 6:30pm 

 October 26th- Pumpkin Chunk TBA 

Kidzone… 

Wow!  We have a lot going on in 

KidZone so get your calendars 

ready!! 

Sunday, October 13, we will cele-

brate Children’s Sabbath in both 

services.  CHILDREN NEED TO 
BE AT CHURCH BY 8:15 A.M.  
PLEASE WEAR KINGDOM KIDS 
T-SHIRTS.  They will be leading 

the congregation in worship by 

singing and doing a Bible skit. 

 

Also during the month of October we will be preparing 

fundraiser items for our Operation Christmas Child 

Fundraiser that will take place on November 10.  All pro-

ceeds go toward purchasing items to fill shoe boxes for 

children in other countries. 

 

On Saturday, November 16, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. the 

children will be hosting an OCC SHOE BOX PACKING 
PARTY in the fellowship hall and the congregation is in-

vited to come!  We had a variety of ages help last year 

and it was great fun!  We need people to fold boxes, or-

ganize the items, assist younger children in packing their 

boxes, and pray with the children over each box that is 

packed.  The money we earn at the fundraiser will go to-

ward purchasing items to pack the shoe boxes.  You can 

also bring items you’ve purchased to donate.  We will 

have pizza for lunch around 11:30 a.m. and be out the 

door by 12 noon.  This is a great inter-generational event 

and we hope you will join us!  We guarantee you’ll have a 

blast!! 

 

Operation Christmas Child Collection Week begins No-

vember 18th at the FLC We will once again serve as a re-

lay center for the Sand Springs area.   

 

The children’s Christmas Program will be Sunday, Decem-

ber 8th at 6 p.m. and on Sunday, December 15th, after 

church services we will go caroling.  We will serve lunch 

before we go.  Parents are welcome to join us. 

 

And finally, December 24th, our children will be taking 

part in the early Christmas Eve Worship service. 
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Return Service Requested 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

FLC-Family Life Center 

Wednesday, October 9 

7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast—Crescent Café 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music 

10:00 a.m.-Bible Study 

6:30 p.m.-The Awakening Youth-FLC 

6:00 p.m.-Chancel Ringers 

7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday, October 10 

11:00 a.m.-Needlers 

6:00 p.m.-FLC in use 

7:00 p.m.-Stewardship Meeting 

 

Friday, October 11 

No Activities 

 

Saturday, October 12 

7:30 a.m.-Helping Hands 

 

Sunday, October 13 

8:30 a.m.-Modern Worship; 11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship 

10:00 a.m.-Sunday School 

2:00 p.m.-Trustee Meeting 

3:00 p.m.-Grief Support 

Monday, October 14 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

6:15 p.m.-Book Club-Parlor 

7:00 p.m.-Bible Study-F. Hall 

7:00 p.m.-Boy Scouts-FLC 

 

Tuesday, October 15 

6:00 p.m.-FLC in use 

6:30 p.m.-Cub Scouts-FLC 

7:00 p.m.-Praise Team 

7:00 p.m.-Al-Anon-Upstairs 

 

Wednesday, October 16 

7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café  

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

10:00 a.m.-Bible Study 

6:30 p.m.-Youth-The Awakening-FLC 

6:00 p.m.-Chancel Ringers 

7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday, October 17 

5:30 p.m.-SIA to Schuermann’s home (See inside for details) 

6:00 p.m.-FLC in use 

Thursday, October 31 

6-8 p.m. at 4th & Main 

Please join us and help provide a fun, safe, family 

friendly event for the Sand Springs community!  We 

need candy, trunks and volunteers!  Watch for sign-

up sheets in the narthex on Sunday.  Donation box-

es are set out.  Please see Amy Miller if  you have 

any questions. 


