
   

 Sand Springs United Methodist Church 

   The Springs 
Rev. Don Tabberer April 11, 2012 

“I pray also that the eyes 
of your heart may be en-
lightened in order that 

you may know the hope 
to which he has called 

you.”  
(Ephesians 1:18, NIV) 

I attended a conference last week where we talked 
about seeing one another as God sees us.  This 
prompted us to think about how we understand 
the concept that God accepts everyone just the 
way they are.  It seems that our post-modern world 
would have us understand that this idea means 
that we should be tolerant of everyone.  This con-
cept was the subject of much debate in the First 
Century church as the Jewish followers of Christ 
and the Gentile followers tried to find ways to be-
come a community of faith.  Many in our culture 
today would say that the stories we read in the 
Book of Acts are a sign that all religions lead to the 
same God or that all faiths are basically the same.  
We hear about “universal salvation;” the idea that 
all people, no matter what they’ve done or what 
they’ve believed, will be saved.  This “doctrine” 
even goes so far as to proclaim that Satan and his 
demons will one day be in heaven with God for all 
eternity.  In other words, God places no require-
ments on his children; we can simply live in sin with 
no repentance and no remorse because God loves 
us and will welcome us into heaven no matter 
what.  As easy as this may sound, it is absolute hog-
wash!  God does not require us to “earn” our salva-
tion; he does require us to be transformed by it. 

Bishop N.T. Wright says: “It is not the case, then, 
that God simply ‘accepts us as we are’. He invites 
us as we are; but responding to that invitation al-
ways involves the complete transformation which 
is acted out in repentance, forgiveness, baptism, 
and receiving the spirit.”  It is true that God’s will is 
for all people to be saved; yet, it is humanity’s reali-
ty that not everyone follows God’s will.  We have a 
choice to accept or reject God’s call upon our lives 
and the choice we make determines the path we 
follow and the destination we reach. 

Oswald Chambers writes: “Remember what you 
are saved for – that the Son of God might be mani-
fested in your mortal flesh.  Bend the whole energy 
of your power to realize your election as a child of 
God; rise to the occasion every time.”  We cannot 
do anything to earn or deserve our salvation; but, 
we must do something to show evidence of it.  We 
need to seriously examine our individual lives and 
the life of our church to be sure that we are living 
out the hope that we are called to.  If we are simply 
looking and living inwardly, then it is a lie to say 
that we are truly saved and sanctified by God.  
Without transformation, our claim to be followers 
of Christ is hollow and false.  

Chambers goes on to say: “May God not find the 
whine in us anymore, but may He find us full of 
spiritual pluck and athleticism, ready to face any-
thing He brings.”  You see, the only purpose our life 
should have is to reflect the Son of God for all to 
see.  When we do this, everything we need is taken 
care of and we stop trying to tell God what to do or 
how we want things to work out.  We are not here 
to tell God what to do; we are here to submit our-
selves to God’s will so that the Spirit may work 
through us to bring the Light of hope to nourish 
others.  My eldest son once commented that God 
promised us our daily bread, not our daily filet mi-
gnon.  It is important that we know the difference 
between our needs and our wants; this will allow 
us to recognize and accept Gods true will for our 
lives.  It is this discernment that will enlighten the 
eyes of our hearts to know the hope that God has 
called us to.  

Let us all promise to stop whining and rise to every 
opportunity that God presents to us. Salvation is 
for everyone, but only those willing to change will 
receive it. 

God bless,  
Pastor Don  
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Grief Support 
April 13 

6:30 p.m. 

Every other Friday 
after that. 

Church Parlor 
Anyone grieving for 
any reason are wel-

come. 

Herbal Affair 
April 21st 
The UMW need baked goodies for their 
bake sale at the Herbal Affair.  Please 
have all goodies upstairs on Friday, 
April 20th by 9 a.m.  Cookes, cakes, 
muffins, cupcakes, candies, breads, 
snacks…  Dig out the recipes and start 
now. 
 
 
 

Seniors In Action Reminder-   
Seniors In Action!   On Wednesday, April 
18th we will travel to Safari's Sanctuary just 
east of Broken Arrow for a tour of their 
facility, an interactive rescue zoo.  We will 
have a guided tour just for our 

group.  Please meet AT 
CHURCH before 9 A.M. for carpool-
ing - we will leave promptly at 9 
A.M. 

We will have lunch after the tour at 
a yet-to-be-determined restau-
rant.  Cost will be $6 plus the cost 
of your lunch.  Sign up at church or 
call Max & Sharon @ 918-246-
9159. 

 
 
 

New Grief Support Group  
Continues 
Have you lost a loved one this month or 
in the past few years and still have sad 
times and trouble getting through the 
day?  Then join this group with others 
experiencing the same feelings.  This 
support group will be led by Leah Brad-
ley, a social worker with the Good 
Shepherd Hospice.  The next meeting 
will be on Friday, April 13th at 6:30 
p.m.  The group will meet in the parlor 
at the church. Any questions, call Jody 
Seaman at 245-4224 or Judy Bullard at 
241-6890. 
 

Book Review 
Same Kind of Different As Me by Ron 
Hall & Denver Moore with Linda Vin-
cent. 
A modern-day slave , an international 
art dealer and the unlikely woman who 
bound them toether.  As we read the 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, 
we read these words:  “And now these 
three remain: faith, hope, and love. But 
the greatest of these is love.” 
Same Kind of Different as Me is the sto-
ry of the faith, hope and love of one 
woman, Deborah Hall.  She had a 
strong faith in God, her hope for a 
better world and her undying love for-
ever changed the lives of two men: Her 
husband Ron, and wealthy internation-
al art dealer, and Denver Moore, a 
homeless man for whom living on the 
streets was a step up in life.  You do not 
want to miss reading this book.  It is on 
the Nurturing for Community 2011 
Reading List in our church library.   
(Thank you, Louise Read, for the book 
review.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wanna Mow? 
Anyone who would like to volunteer to 
help mow the lawn at the Family Life 
Center, please contact Jim Shaw at 224-
2566.  This would be on a rotational 
basis like last year.  All maintenance on 
the mower will be done, just show up 
and mow. 
             Jim Shaw 
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Margaret Hudson Breakfast 
Let me begin by introducing the Margaret Hudson 
High School Program.  Margaret Hudson is a high 
school completion program that allows pregnant and 
young teen mothers the opportunity to complete 
their high school education with the option of their 
child being present on the campus with them in a 
very positive, supportive environment.  These gradu-
ating seniors tend to not get the usual recognition as 
their regular high school graduating counterparts.  So 
we would like to help show these girls that they are 
supported in this fantastic achievement by serving 
them, and their supporting guest and babies break-
fast and presenting them with Bibles.  This year there 
are 9 seniors completing this program.  On Monday, 
May 14th at 9:30 a.m., we will be hosting our Marga-
ret Hudson Graduation Breakfast in the F. Hall.  We 
are needing each UMW circle to contribute 2 casse-
role dishes, 2 dozen muffins and 2 platters of fresh 
fruit, a total of 6 each.  We are also needing UMW to 
volunteer to hose and serve these girls. 
Candice Walters will be our guest speaker, speaking 
on the challenges of completing a college 
education and juggling a family as a mo-
tivator to the Margaret Hudson grads. 
Please contact Olivia Tackett at 241-5440 
or olivia.tackett@yahoo.com if you 
would like to help.  Or, you can contrib-
ute food for this occasion.  We appreci-
ate all that are interested.  Let’s work 
hard to make this a great celebration or 
these girls! 
 
 
 

Sunday Calendar 
Sunday, April 15 is a busy day.  Just a re-
minder… 
1:00 p.m.-Staff Parish Meeting 
2:00 p.m.-Trustee Meeting 
2:30 p.m.-Council On Ministries 
4:00 p.m.-Church Council 
 
Friday, April 20 is another busy day!  
Don’t forget… 

Baked goodies need to be upstairs in the parlor by 9 
a.m.  The ladies will be here weighing, packaging and 
pricing for the Herbal Affair.   
 
Sunday, April 22 the youth will have a Spaghetti Fund 
Raiser  from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.  There is also a Finance 
Meeting at 1 p.m. in the Parlor. 
 
Sunday, April 22 is UMW Sunday and Sunday, April 
29th is Graduate Recognition Sunday.   
 
 
 

Mail Box Reminder 
Just a reminder that each committee chairperson has 
a mail slot in the offices.  Staff may put a note in your 
mail box as a reminder of an event or a thank you.  
Venders send information that may be of interest to 
you and members of the church occasionally put 
notes in your boxes as well.  It is important that you 
check them often.  So...  
Please remember to check you mail slot weekly.    
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Crumbs From The Cracker      

Youth Mission Trip News: 
A special thanks to all of you who were able to make it out for our 
most recent fundraisers: “March Madness” and “Movie Night 2.” 
We had a great turn out and we raised $600.00. It was great fun! 
Special thank you to both the “Blue Devils” and the “SSUMC Old 
Dudes” who offered there bodies for a sacrifice on behalf of mis-
sions for the church! The “Blue Devils” won the game by 11pts. 
The “SSUMC Old Dudes” will be looking for a rematch for next 
year’s game and practicing more beforehand!  
 
Shout out to our parents of the youth who helped at the concession 
stand at both events! You all are amazing!!! Thank you sooooo 
much for offering your time and effort to contribute to your son or 
daughters mission!  
 
The Youth mission team is still raising support for their missions.  
We have raised a total of $3,396.00. We are trying to meet the 
goal of at least $6,000.00 due to the fact that we will need to rent 
2 vans since ours will probably not be road worthy for the mission 
this year. Please come and join us for our future fundraisers! 
“Spaghetti Lunch” which will be on April 2.  This is a free will dona-
tion event. We will be signing up early take away orders for the 
“Modern Service” on April 15th so those who attend early will not 
miss out on this delicious food! The take way orders will be ready 
immediately following Sunday school on April 22nd. We will be 
serving lunch after the Classic Service in the fellowship hall for 
those who attend the late service. Please come and support our 
youth mission team! (Please contact me if you have any questions) 
 
30- Hour Famine:  
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to go to Kenya, Bo-
livia, Zambia, Bangladesh, or Afghanistan? Our youth are going to 
have the opportunity of a lifetime! We will be participating in a Tul-
sa District youth wide event @ St. Stephens Broken Arrow on April 
20th- 21st. Someone from our church has graciously offered to pay 
for up to 10 spots for our youth! Four of those spots are filled! 
Don’t miss out! We have 6 more paid spots left and will help if 
needed for others! Hurry!! Sign up quick! Deadline April 15th. 
Thanks! 
 
Weekly Youth Topics:  
To put our “Declaration Generation” series to a visual application, 
we will be showing the movie “Real Steel” on April 11th. This movie 
is rated PG-13. Please contact me if you have any questions or con-
cerns regarding the film. Following that, in April, we will start our 
“Why Worship?” series that is giving our students a Biblical under-
standing and purpose for worship.  
Upcoming Dates:  

 April 11th- “Declaration Generation” Application Movie Night 
6:30pm 

 April 15th- Help sign Modern service sign up early for Spaghetti 
lunch takeaways 

 April 15th- Deadline to sign up for 30hr famine! “Don’t Miss 
This!!” 

 April 18th- Starting new series: “Why Worship?” “What is wor-
ship?” 

 April 20th- 30 Hour Famine @ St. Stephens 

 April 22nd- Youth Mission Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser 8am-
2pm 

 April 25th- “Why Worship” Wk 2 “How and where do we wor-
ship?” 

 April 29th- Grad Recognition Sunday! Youth and parents of 
youth help us honor our Senior w/ a pancake breakfast during 
Sunday School be @ church to help prepare @ 8:30am 

 April 29th- Third Mission Trip Meeting 6pm @ Stockard’s 
House Bring your 1 page paper (Girls bring drinks, boys bring 
chips) 

 
(If you are interested in being apart of any of these upcoming 
events please do not hesitate to call me at 918-245-5955, or email 
me at gcollett@sandspringsumc.org) 
 
Fun Fact: American car horns beep in the tone of F 
 
Summer Camp Baby! 
Camp books are out! & Camp dates are out! Get excited! Youth will 
be going to Egan this coming summer July 16th- July 20th Mark your 
calendars! Last year we had 10 people go!!!! Lets make it 15+ this 
year! Sign-up!!! 
 
 
 
 

KidZone News 
 

We would like to offer our sin-

cerest thanks for all who helped 

with the Lake UM event.  It was a 

blessing to be able to serve their 

church.  We look forward to contin-

ued opportunities to be in mission 

and ministry with them.   

Sunday was a wonderful day to cel-

ebrate our Risen Lord.  The kids  

sang with Miss Cathy and then chowed down at 

their annual Easter breakfast.  Breakfast was followed by 

an Easter movie, The Three Trees.  It is a wonderful story 

and a reminder that even though we might not end up 

where we expected, God can use us in extraordinary ways. 

We will be shopping this Sunday.  On April 22nd we start 

our Jesus in Jeans series. 

A note to parents, we will be offering Young Disciple’s Les-

son and Children’s Church in the 11am service.  Thanks to 

all the volunteers for willingly stepping up to serve the 

children and their families. 

See you Sunday! 

mailto:gcollett@sandspringsumc.org
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Sunday Volunteers       April 15 

 

Visitors Center & Coffee-Discovery  

 

Head Usher-8:30 a.m.-Frank Johnston 

Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Roger Nelson 

 

Lay Reader-8:30 a.m.-Amy Miller 

Lay Reader-11:00 a.m.-Eddy David 

 

Young Disciples Lesson-8:30 a.m.-Jami Warkentin 

Young Disciples Lesson-11:00 a.m.-Amy Miller  

 

Children’s Church-Susie Honeycutt & Family 

 

Counters-Sheree Buttler & Jami Warkentin 

 

Youth Dinner for Wednesday, April 18-Ruth Esther Circle 

Sunday Volunteers       April 22 

 

Visitors Center & Coffee-Discovery 

 

Head Usher-8:30 a.m.-Frank Johnston 

Head Usher-11:00 a.m.-Roger Nelson 

 

Lay Reader-8:30 a.m.-No Reader 

Lay Reader-11:00 a.m.-No Reader 

 

Young Disciples Lesson-8:30 a.m.-Janet Parker 

Young Disciples Lesson-11:00 a.m.-Janet Parker 

 

Children’s Church-Katherine Reeves & Julie Ferguson 

 

Counters-Janie Moore & Kent Warkentin 

 

Youth Dinner for Wednesday, April 25-SIA 

Walter Speed, Wilbur & Jewel Williams, Mel Jones, Ryder Herring, Gene Watson, June Horn, Ruth Weaver, Jo Nan Allen, Virginia 

Vice, Martha Scudder, Don Baldridge, Earl & Lora Cervantez, Cloeta Mullins, Mary Lea Forsythe, Darrell Muse, Donna Woodruff, 

Helen Hooper, Pastor Ray White, and all un-spoken requests 

Sunday Lists 

Please Keep In Prayer 

Acknowledgements  

We Offer our Prayers & Sympathy… 

...to Joe Schooley,  and his family, Gary & Dionna, Amber & Chelsea as well as the Martin family and the rest of their 

family and friends for the death of Joe’s baby girl, Gracie.  Please continue to pray as this family tries to find some sort 

of comfort and peace. 

 

Thank you… 

I want to say a special "Thank you!" to all the people who made our Holy Week and Easter services so special this year.  As the leader of our Wor-
ship Team, Katherine Reeves leads a group of dedicated volunteers who work very hard to make our services special.  I would like to list every-
one's name, but I am certain I would leave someone out.  Suffice to say that there are many people involved and I appreciate each one of them.  I 
also want to thank Alan Parker and our wonderful Music Department.  They put so much effort and talent into preparing a great deal of chal-
lenging and beautiful music for our services.  Each service was unique and very special.  God was truly glorified through the efforts of these won-
derful people and the participation of our congregation.  Please remember to say thanks to our lay readers,  our singers, the folks who work in 
the technical booth.  Everyone deserves to know how much their efforts mean to us.  I also want to say a special note to Ashley Vermllion; this 
talented young woman provided the moving drawing of Christ on the cross that was displayed at our God Friday service...Thanks!  It is such a 
pleasure to be in this church with so many people who really care about worship. 

Be blessed this Easter season, 

Pastor Don 
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Return Service Requested 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
FLC-Family Life Center 

Wednesday, April 11 

7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast—Crescent Café 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

6:30 p.m.-Youth Movie Night 

6:00 p.m.-Praise Team Practice 

7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday, April 12 

4:15 & 5:30 p.m.-Weight Watchers– F. Hall 

 

Friday, April 13 

12:00 p.m.-Weight Watchers 

4:00 p.m.-Stillman Wedding Rehearsal 

6:30 p.m.-Grief Support-Parlor 

 

Saturday, April 14 

12:00 p.m.-Stillman Wedding 

 

Sunday, April 15 

8:30 a.m.-Modern Worship 

10:00 a.m.-Small Groups/Sunday School 

11:00 a.m.-Classic Worship 

1:00 p.m.-Staff Parish Meeting 

2:00 p.m.-Trustee Meeting 

2:30 p.m.-Council On Ministries 

4:00 p.m.-Church Council 

 

Monday, April 16 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

F. Hall being used 

7:00 p.m.-Boy Scouts 101-FLC 

 

Tuesday, April 17 

6:00 p.m.-Chancel Bell Practice 

7:00 p.m.-Al Anon-Upstairs 

7:30 p.m.-Young Adults meet at Cherry Berry 

 

Wednesday, April 18 

7:30 p.m.-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café  

9:00 a.m.-SIA to Broken Arrow Safari 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

6:00 p.m.-JH Youth 

7:00 p.m.-SH Youth 

6:00 p.m.-Praise Team Practice 

7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 

 

 

 

Estate Planning Thoughts 
Remember your church in your Will 
& Living Trust. 


