
 

 Sand Springs United Methodist Church 

   The Springs 
Rev. Don Tabberer November 23, 2011 

“Is there anything of which one 

can say, ‘Look! This is something 

new’? It was here already, long 

ago; it was here before our time.” 

(Ecclesiastes 1:10, NIV) 

Last Monday evening we held our 
2011 Annual Charge Conference. It was the first of these for both 
me, as your pastor, and Dan Peil, as our new District Superinten-
dent. Since Charge Conference celebrates what the church has done 
over the past year, it marks an ending of sorts, as we recognize the 
past, and a new beginning, as we look forward into the future and 
our plans for mission and ministry in the year ahead. In fact, several 
people have commented this past week that our church is at a place 
for new beginnings. In many ways, this is very exciting; it can also be 
daunting to embrace the challenges that lie ahead of us. I take com-
fort in the words from Ecclesiastes that remind us that what God 
has in mind for us has always been there and will always be there…
What we are doing and what we are called to do is not new; it has 
been going on for a very long time. That means we don’t have to re-
invent the wheel and we can call upon the wisdom of the ages to 
guide us as we bear witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ. What 
a relief! 

This does not mean that our job is any easier; we still face many 
challenges. “New beginning” for us really means that, after we have 
acknowledged and celebrated the achievements of the past year, 
we move forward and begin again to worship God, reach  the least 
and the lost, and make important decisions about the best way to 
be in mission and ministry in Sand Springs. Our parish is large and 
desperately in need of God’s love. We were reminded last night at 
the Community Thanksgiving Service that, on any given Sunday, 
only 20% of the people who live in our zip code attend church any-
where. That is a staggering statistic that tells us that 80% of the 
people in our community are literally starving for the love of Christ 
in their lives. We are called to find new ways to reach these people 
and satisfy their hunger. 

First, we need to be sure that our focus is not inward. Yes, we have 
our own set of problems that must be taken care of within our 
church. We have bills to pay, an air conditioner to replace, a build-
ing to pay for, an older building to maintain…Oh, Woe is Us!...We 
will always have responsibilities to manage and maintain the facili-
ties and equipment of the church. The important thing to remem-
ber is that we do not manage and maintain these assets for our-
selves – Our assets are for the purpose of doing mission and minis-
try; we have so that we may give; we exist to be in service to God 

and God’s people. Hopefully, that sets things in a different perspec-
tive. God has given us tremendous gifts and opportunities to use 
those gifts to spread the Good News. It is up to us to do everything 
we can to make sure that we are good stewards of the gifts we have 
been given. Stewardship requires sacrifice. 

Second, we must begin to think “outside the box”. I know, I know, 
we hear this catch-phrase all the time. Even so, it is a true challenge 
for the church. We are so accustomed to doing things a certain 
way…”We’ve always done this…”; “We tried that before and it did-
n’t work;” I know we need to change, that’s OK as long as it doesn’t 
affect me.” Think back to the statistic that says 80% of the people 
are staying home on Sunday morning. Maybe this has something to 
do with the fact the churches have been doing the same things over 
and over, expecting a different result. Churches all over America 
think they can keep doing things the same way as always and peo-
ple will simply show up on our door steps. When will we realize that 
this is just not true?  

Over the next few weeks and months you will be hearing a lot of 
talk about what “moving forward” will look like in our church. There 
will be lots of conversation and planning. I want to hear from as 
many people as possible on issues like multiple worship services, 
adult Bible study groups, mission trips, and evangelism. I want to 
understand what you think and what vision you have for the church. 
I also want you to understand some of the ideas the staff and I are 
working on. I want us to work together to develop a shared vision 
for the best ways for our church to reach the least, the lost, and the 
lonely in Sand Springs. All of this will require us to let go of our long-
held ideas of what works in church and what doesn’t work. We 
need to be open to fresh, new ideas and different ways of doing 
things. We need to be flexible enough to consider changing the way 
we’ve always done things in order to be the church God is calling us 
to become.  

Finally, if you hear something about any upcoming changes that 
concerns you, please contact me immediately. I want you to feel 
free to call me with any questions or concerns you may have. I be-
lieve that everyone has a right to be heard and I am here to listen. 
Be blessed this Thanksgiving and, “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good; his love endures forever.” (Psalm 107:1) 

God bless,  
Pastor Don  



 

 
UMW Reading Program 
The purpose of the Reading Program is to encourage 
United Methodist Women members: 
 To expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission; 

 To increase sensitivity to all human beings – their needs, inter-
ests, and concerns; 

 To encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity 
today; 

 To grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian 
faith in contemporary life; 

 To enhance self-knowledge and to act from that knowledge; 
and 

 To strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mis-
sion. 

Congratulations to these women who have successfully 
completed a portion of the Reading Program and were 
recognized by the Tulsa District United Methodist Wom-
en for their achievement. 

 Jo Nan Allen   Completed Plan II 
 Judy Bullard   Completed Plan I 
 Sheree Buttler   Completed Plan I 
 Barbara Fisher   Completed Plan i 
 Kristen Johnston Completed Plan I 
 Joyce McFall   Completed Plan I 
 JoAnn Nelson   Completed Plan III 
 Louise Read   Completed Plan I 
 Charlene Reeves Completed Plan I 
 Mona Warren   Completed Plan I 
 Linda Woodward Completed Plan IV 

Certificate of membership 
Charter for Racial Justice Club 
Five Star Giving Award 
We are so proud of our United Methodist Women! 

 
 
 
IRA Rollover for 2011 
If you are over age 70 1/2, the Federal government per-
mits you to rollover amounts from your IRA to charities 
without claiming any increased income or paying any 
additional tax.  These tax-free rollover gifts could be 
$1,000, $10,000 or any amount up to $100,000 in one 
year.  A very important potential 2010 benefit exists. 
Because Congress recognized that it is very late in the 
year, individuals who choose to make a qualified chari-
table distribution (QCD) rollover from their IRA trustee 
to a charity may make their 2010 charitable gift during 
2011. For more information, contact your personal fi-
nancial advisor or call the Oklahoma United Methodist 
Foundation at 1-800-259-6863. 

Attention UNW Ladies! 
I know there are many of you reading the UMW books 
this year, so this is a reminder to fill in your report and 
see what Level you have accomplished. You might just 
need one more book to move up a level, or to read a 
Response Magazine and The World Outlook. We have 
until December 31, 2011 to finish and turn in our forms. 
We have added several new books in each area to our 
UMW Bookshelf. The booklet lists the books that are 
accepted by UMW. The form for reporting is on the top 
shelf.  When you have completed your report for this 
year you may turn in to Tracy or give them to me. 
Any questions call 918-245-5944. 
JoAnn Nelson, Program Resource Secretary 
 
 
 

SOMEONE'S PRAYING, LORD...... 
   It's great to be back in our Sanctuary 
for worship!  As a part of our new 
schedule, the Worship Team will be 
meeting in the Prayer Room to pray 
that our Worship experience will be a 
blessing to all who enter, and that the 
presence of the Holy Spirit goes before 
us.  At the end of our prayer, one lead-
er mentioned how nice it was to have a 
"quiet moment" before the service began. 
   That was a reminder that we all have that opportunity 
for a quiet moment during the busyness of the Advent 
Season.  Our Prayer Room is open anytime the church is 
open.  It is a wonderful place to stop and enter into the 
presence of God.  You will be blessed if you do.      
 
 
 

BEREAVEMENT LISTS UPDATED 
 Mona Warren and Virginia Baldridge are in the process 
of updating our four Bereavement Teams.  If you know 
of any changes in telephone numbers, or if you wish to 
be added to this ministry, please let us know right 
away.  Also, if you feel the need to be taken off of our 
lists for now, please let us know that also.  Our Bereave-
ment Teams do a wonderful job of providing a lunch at 
the church on the day of a funeral for a member of our 
church family.  It is a ministry of love and is very much 
appreciated by the family. Help us keep our lists cur-
rent. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hanging of the 
Greens 

Sunday,  
November 27 

10:30 a.m. 
 

KidZone 

HAVE A WONDERFUL THANKSGIVING! 

Marty, Debbie, Amy, Sara, Tyler Jo, Susie, 

Carla, Sarah and Cathy. 

Offices Closed… 
The offices will be closed: 
Thursday, November 24 
Friday, November 25 
Monday, December 26 
Tuesday, December 27 
Wednesday, December 28 
Thursday, December 29 
Friday, December 30 
Monday, January 2 

 
 
Needlers 
The Needlers will have a Potluck in 
the Fellowship Hall on December 
8th at 11:00 a.m.  If you have par-
ticipated in the sewing group pre-
sent, past or if you plan to join us, 
bring a favorite dish and come join 
us.  For questions, call Mary Kay 
Schwartz or Greta Green.  

 
 
TNT Class Advent Study 
The TNT Class will be starting an 
Advent Series this Sunday called 
The Journey: Walking the Road to 
Bethlehem.  Based on Adam Hamil-
ton’s book.  It will have a 10-15 mi-
nute video re-tracing the actual path 
of Mary & Joseph’s journey to Beth-
lehem.  Anyone is welcome to join 
us Sunday, 9 a.m. in the Parlor. 
 
 

Just a Reminder 
If you want to put something on the 
calendar, you must fill out a Calen-
dar Request form.  This allows us to 
have a record of everything going on 

the official calendar for the Main Fa-
cility and the FLC.  If you cancel a 
meeting or re-schedule or move it to 
a different date, it is very important 
to let someone in the office know 
either in an e-mail or in writing.  Cal-
endar Request Forms are available 
on the mail slots in Tracey’s office. 
 
 
 

Life Line Screening 
If you have not yet called to make 
an appointment-What are you wait-
ing on?  They can help you avoid a 
stroke and are trusted by hospitals 
nationwide.  The Life Line Screening 
going on at our church is sponsored 
by SouthCrest Hospital.   
They use painless, accurate sono-
gram technology to see plaque build
-up in your arteries.  When detected 
early, 80% of strokes can be pre-
vented!   
There have been over 6 million 
screened by Life Line already and 
since it is going to be here in the 
Fellowship Hall, you might as well 
sign up.  5 tests are being offered:  
1. Stroke/Carotid Artery Screening 
2. Heart Rhythm Screening 
3. Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm 

Screening 
4. Peripheral Arterial Disease 

Screening 
5. Osteoporosis Risk Assessment 
 
1-4 are $60 and number 5 is only 
$35.  You can get all 5 screenings 
for $149, a savings of $126.  Call 
today-1-800-324-1851. 



 

 
Crumbs From The Cracker 

Are you on the Internet? Our youth are!! Stay Connected to “The Awakening” online! 

 Follow us on Twitter: theAwakening_ 
 

“Like” – Facebook: “The Awakening” Ssumc youth 

 

YouTube Channel: SSUMCTheAwakening 

 

NEWS: 

Parents and Youth! You may have seen one of these fancy posters! 
Please be sure to check them out and mark your calendars with all of  
the exciting stuff going within the youth ministry at SSUMC! 
 

Important info!!!! Students and parents, please, if you have not filled out the new “Parent/Youth” Covenant paper work for this year 
please be sure to fill it out and have it turned in as soon as possible. We want to make sure that we have the most up to date info on your 
students! Thanks!!! 

 

This past Wednesday Night!!! Our SSUMC Youth did a SPECTACULAR job filling Operation Christmas Child Box-
es! They filled a total of 57 boxes, that is 31 more boxes than last year! Great job parents and youth! Way to 
serve the world and impact a life for Christ through you’re sacrificial giving! 

 

The Youth will be selling BEAUTIFUL 2012 Calendars 

 in the Narthex this coming Sunday November 27th  

to help raise support for their Summer 2012 mission trip! 

 

 

Upcoming Dates:  

 November 22nd Restore Hope Service Project. Be @the Church @ 5pm for dinner. We’ll leave for Restore hope at 5:45-8pm 

 November 23rd Youth Debone Turkeys at 10am @ the Family Life Center (NO YOUTH WEDNESDAY NIGHT) 

 November 24th Any Help Needed @ FLC Turkey Day 

 November 27th No Small Group! 

 November 30th- Guest Speaker Don Cole: Jr. High 6pm Sr. High 7pm 

 December 4th- Sm-Groups go to Rhema College to look at lights and then to Starbucks at 6pm (Bring Money for Starbucks) 

 December 7th- Youth Christmas Party-$5 dirty Santa, and make Christmas cards for Oakdale Manor. 6pm- 9pm 
 

(If you are interested in being apart of any of these upcoming events please do not hesitate to call me at 918-245-5955, or email me at  
gcollett@sandspringsumc.org) 
 

Weekly Youth Topics: 

The youth have done a great job applying the “All In” series during the month of November! 
They have been on a roll when it comes to service projects! Our youth and volunteers made 
500 + thanksgiving cards to be delivered with the meals on Thanksgiving day! They will also 
be helping put together Thanksgiving day baskets at Restore Hope on Tuesday! We have 
completed the “All In” series, and our next series will be in January which will be our “No 
Petting” series! This is a 4 week series that will conclude with a giant celebration for our stu-
dents on January 29th!  

Fun Fact: Sarah Josepha Hale is credited as the person most responsible for making Thanksgiving a national holiday in the United States. 

She also authored Mary Had a Little Lamb. 

mailto:gcollett@sandspringsumc.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah_Josepha_Hale
http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&id=32MRAAAAYAAJ&dq=mary+had+a+little+lamb&printsec=frontcover&source=bll&ots=oR-qu6RDgz&sig=vNSsaZ61h13NxevAYg1vUrKCstY&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=14&ct=result#PPP3,M1


 

 

Sunday Volunteers       November 27 
 

Welcome Center 

 TNT Class 

Head Ushers 

       Roger Nelson 

Lay Reader 

 Buster Hall 

Young Disciples Lesson 

 Amy Miller  

Children’s Church 

 Debbie & Marty 

Counters 

 Sheree Buttler & Jami Warkentin  

Visitor Center 

 Norma Jones & Friends 
 

Youth Dinner for Wednesday, November 23 

 No Youth 

Sunday Volunteers       December 4 
 

Welcome Center 

 Searchers 

Head Usher 

 Charles Campbell 

Lay Reader 

 Leesa Hairgrove 

Young Disciples Lesson 

 TBA 

Children’s Church 

 Marty & Debbie 

Counters 

 Glenna Stockard & Karen Wilder 

Visitor Center 

 Norma Jones & Friends 
 

Youth Dinner for Wednesday, November 30 

 CIA/Pathfinders 

Walter Speed, Francis Joslin, Wilbur & Jewel Williams, Mel Jones, Ryder Herring, Ryan Bulmer, Gene Wat-

son, June Horn, Mary Lea Forsythe, Ruth Weaver, Jo Nan Allen, Jim Bostwick, Virginia Vice, Martha Scud-

der, and all un-spoken reqeusts 

Sunday Lists 

Please Keep In Prayer 

Acknowledgements & Information 

Prayers & Sympathy...Sibyl Ann Edmondson, 85 years old, has recently gone to be with the Lord.  She was the wife of  Rev. Justus Edmondson, 

former SSUMC pastor. 

 

Thank You!!! 

Thank you for everybody’s prayers.  Everything went well. 

 Judy Bullard 

Dear Kingdom Kids… Thank you so much for the wonderful basket your brought me. It was filled with all the things I like best-candy corn and 

party mix.  But what I liked the very best was your singing. You sing like angels. 

 I love you all—June Horn 

Kingdom Kids…  Thank you for the yummy Harvest treats.  Kelly and I enjoyed them and it was so thoughtful of you to think of me while I was 

ill.  Also, the Harvest Caroling…  Your singing made our day!!!  You truly are little blessings! 

 Judy Hopper & Kelly 

A big thank you to the children who came and sang to me. It was wonderful. Also I thank all the ladies of the church that are sitting with me.  

They bring God into my life. 

 Jo Nan Allen 

Linda and I enjoyed the tasty dinner. I’m still under nurse care & therapy-seems forever but know sometimes we need it even if we don’t feel 

real sick most of the time. My eye gradually improving too.  Thanks for the food and prayers. 

 Betty & Linda  
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Return Service Requested 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

FLC-Family Life Center 

Wednesday, November 23 

7:30 a.m.-Men’s Breakfast—Crescent Café 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

No Youth-meet to de-bone Turkeys at 10 a.m. 

6:00 p.m.-Chancel Ringers 

7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday, November 24 

Happy Thanksgiving. 

18th Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Delivery 

Offices Closed 

 

Friday, November 25 

12:00 p.m.-Weight Watchers 

Offices Closed 

 

Saturday, November 26 

10:00 a.m.-Boy Scouts in F. Hall 

 

Sunday, November 27 

9:00 a.m.-Sunday School 

10:30 p.m.-Blended Worship 

11:45 a.m.-Praise Team Practice 

No Youth Small Groups 

 

Monday, November 28 

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

6:15 p.m.-Ladies Bible Study-Caleb House 

7:00 p.m.-Boy Scouts 101-FLC 

 

Tuesday, November 29 

1:30 p.m.-Staff Meeting 

6:00 p.m.-Girl Scouts-F. Hall 

7:00 p.m.-Al Anon-Upstairs 

 

Wednesday, November 30 

7:30 p.m.-Men’s Breakfast-Crescent Café  

10:00 a.m.-Exercise to Music-FLC 

6:00 p.m.-JH Youth-FLC 

7:00 p.m.-SH Youth-FLC 

6:00 p.m.-Chancel Ringers 

7:00 p.m.-Chancel Choir 

UMW Goody Bags 

The UMW needs goodies.  They are filling 

Goody Bags for the Wesley Foundation on 

December 2nd and they still need the follow-

ing treats:  Peanut Butter crackers, Gum, 

Candy, Drink Mixes (tea, apple cider, powder 

mixes), Raisins and Popcorn.  There will be a 

box in the Narthex. 


